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A. An, 


FREELY own, that the 1 of Edu- 

cation and Prepoſſeſſion i is very great, and 
acteth inſenſibly upon the human Mind; 
eſpecially in Matters of Religion. Inſomuch, 
that had I been educated in different Senti- 
ments, it is poſſible, this very Book might 
have been wrote in Support of them, and 
not of thoſe, which. are now therein adyany 
ced. This I fay, not becauſe I am conſcious 
of writing under any Biaſs ; (I have honeſtly 
endeavoured, to free my Mind from every 
Prejudice) but with a pure and fincere In- 
tention to diſpoſe you to judge impartially, 
according to the Evidence produced, with- 
out any Regard to my Opinion, I am not fit 
o be ſet up for a Standard: I am not fond 
of gainiog Followers; Lam not worthy, to 
hive any; follow Chriſt, | 
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value of a Cn1LD, or - Motives to the good 
Education of Curb. 
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Dear Daughter, 


NN T is my. moſt ſincere Nefire, and high- 
1 eſt Ambition, that the Increaſe of m 
| Family may be to the Spread of Wil- 


dom, Virtue and Piety in the World. 
And as God has gracioufly.made you the Mother 
of a lovely Boy, I would gladly make you ſenſi- 
ble, how much it is incumbent upon you, to 
whom Nature has committed the firſt and moſt 
flexible Tears of Life, to bring him up, and as 
many more as God may give you, to this beſt 
and nobleſt Purpoſe. 

Of all bop in the Earth it ſeemeth pro- 
per to Man alone to reflect upon himſelf ; to 
compute the Value of his own Being, and to ow- 

er 


LS 3 
ſider what is agreeable to the Dignity bf it. This; 
not only ſhews the Extent of our Capacities 3 
but moreover, is neceſſary to the right Conduct of 
Life. For, if Men were duely ſenſible of their 
own Worth, could they ſo commonly and ſo care- 
leſsly abandon themſelves to ſenſual Purſuits; or 
act as if they were nothing but a periſhing Body; 
when, in Fact, they are Spirits, created for all the 
Glories of Intelligence, and all the Happineſs of 
Immortality ? - | 

But this Way of Thinking ought particularly 
to be applied to our CIIDREN; whom Provi- 
dence deſignedly puts into our Hands altogether 
. and ignorant: To ſhew us from the very 
firſt our great Duty as Parents; namely, that we 
ought to employ our Underſtandings, and uſe the 
beſt Induſtry, for the Preſervation and Welfare of 
our Offspring. Other Creatures want our Facul- 
ties: And therefore, their young, bating Bulk and 
Strength, are brought forth at Maturity. The 
Actions of the Lamb, the very Hour it ſees the 
Light, are equal to any future Inſtance of it's Sa- 
gacity. So that the whole Creature is at once 
produced. But when the Body of Man is brought 
forth, his Mind, his better Part, is, in a Senſe, 

ſtill unborn. It belongs to us to light the Un- 
derſtandings of our Children; to excite them to 
proper Action; to moderate and direct their Paſ- 
ons, and to do all we can to ſet them into the 
Tight way of Life. But this we can never do, as 
we ought, unleſs. our Eſteem and Value of them 
be fixed upon a juſt Foundation. In which caſe 
2 1 of a Mother is not always the ſafeſt 
. | 2 
Indeed, they become ours under ſuch Cireum- 
ſtances, as neceſſarily incline us to love them ex- - 
A 3 tremely, 
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tremely, But Nature never puts us into an 
wrong Tract. We miſtake her ſweet and gen 
Lavguage, and, through Inconſiderateneſs, puſh 
the Inclinations ſhe gives quite beyond the 
Bounds of Truth and Right. We are naturally 
delighted with our Young, that we may carefully 
guard and nurſe their tender Age, and chearfully 
perform the various Attendance they require. 
But it:is-a common, though moſt deplorable Caſe, 
for People to pervert this lovely Principle to the 
utter Ruin of their. Children; whilſt they conſi- 
der chem only as Objects of Delight, and under 


that Miſtake faney they have nothing to do but 


to cocker and indulge what ſo much pleaſeth 
them, and in which they are not willing to ſee 
any Irregularity - that needs Correction, or the 
Reſtraint of wholeſome Diſcipline. A Father, it 
is true, may fall into this Error: but hete the 
[Mother's Weakneſs is commonly the greater. 
And the good Conduct of the wiſeſt Father may 
.ealily, and to him inſenſibly, be defeated by a 
Mother's exceflive Fondneſs. Againſt which even 
a competent Meafure of good Senſe and Virtue 
may not be a ſufficient Guard, without a parti- 
cular Attention, and ſerious Reflection, upon the 
Nature and Worth of a Child. © 
Rx AsO is the grand Meaſure of our 

and. Actions. Here lieth our higheſt Excellence, 
our trueſt Riches, and moſt ſolid Happineſs. In 
the juſt Exerciſe of this a Man is a God to him- 
ſelf and others: 8 this, we are 'only 
Brutes in a different Shape. By this we diſtinguiſh 
Things, examine their Natures, diſcern our ſe- 
veral Relations to them, and the Duties thence 
reſulting. Whatever we invent or cultivate, all 

Arts and Sciences, all the Conveniencies and Ac- 


commodations 


3 
commodations of Life are managed by Reaſon: 
This eſtabliſheth, connecteth and preſerveth all 
the greater and leſſer Combinations of Mea for 
their mutual Welfare, Families, Cities, - 
doms, Religion, Laws, Decency, Honour, Com- 
metce, Friendſhip, every thing valuable, honeſt, 
commendable, ſtands firmly upon bis, and no 
other Foundation. By tbis we contemplate the 
Order, Harmony and Wa of the various Ap- 
pearances in Nature; open a Proſpe& into Worlds 
vaſtly remote; delineate and compute their Ma- 
tions as they perform their rapid Courſes in the 
Boſom of immenſe Space, By ſbis we raile our 
Thoughts above the whole Creation to the firſt 
and beſt of all Beings, the Father of the Uni- 
verſe, the Fountain of all Exiſtence and Happi- 
neſs ; diſcover his Perfections, imitate his Rec 
titude, and find we are infigitely happy in fo do- 
ing. By this we ſhoot-our Thoughts far beyond 
the Bounds of our preſent Life, conceive an end- 
leſs Duration in another World, and are animated 
to ſeek and hope for a Felicity in the lofty Regi- 
ons of Eternity, | ONE 

Now, a little Creature endowed with this no- 
ble Principle, and in whom it may grow to a 
high Degree of Perfection, ought to be regarded 
as a Being of Importance; as containing in is 
ſomething divine, and much ſuperior to any of 
the Works of Art or Nature, which we view 
with our Eyes, either in the Heavens, or in the 
Earth, it muſt be vaſtly more than only an Ob- 
ject of Fancy and Amuſement. It demands even 
our Reverence; and certainly ought to be treated 
with a particular Addreſs. | 5 

Eſpecially conſidering that che forming the 
tender Mind depends very much upon our Con- 
+: duct, 
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duct. By humouring and indulging, careſſing and 
admiring a Child at any Rate; by being loth to 

gaul the Neek with the Yoke of Diſcipline 3. b 
tincturing the Palate with a Taſte of ſoft and ef- 
feminate Pleaſures, we cruelly abandon the lovely 
Creature to all the Weakneſſes of it's Conſtituti- 
on; lead it out of the Way of Truth and Life, 
and expoſe it to be enflaved and devoured by ra- 
venous Appetites. Which is ſomething far worſe 
ee, ee upon a Dunghill : It is to ex- 
tinguiſn a Mind; to murder an Angel; to de- 
ſtroy an Intelligence, of all Natures in the Uni- 
verſe the moſt excellent. But if we carefully 
guatd and tutor the young Soul, that he be not 
commonly dealt wich in a ludicrous, trifling Way, 
but actuſtomed to the early Exerciſe of Reaſon 
if nothing abſurd in his Actions be ſuffered to 
paſs, without bringing it to the Teſt of good 
Beats z/ if we teach him to attend to the eſſential 

Differences of Things, which appear very evident 
even to Children; if he is inured betimes to Self- 
denial and Patience,” and is made to know that 
he recommends himſelf only by what is good, 
virtuous and ingenious: This is to do him Juſtice; 
this is to treat him agreeably to his real Worth 
and Dignity. ' Thus we endeavour to add a new 
Glory to the Creation, and to light up a new | 
Star in the intellectual Firmament. Thus the 
little Man becomes poſſeſſed of a ſound Mind; 
thus he grows up to be wiſe in chooſing, and 
ſteady in iſing what is beſt; temperate in 
governing his Paſſtons; brave in deſpiſing what 
is uncertain, inſufficient, and of ſhort Duration; 
and happy in being diſengaged from the bad In- 
fluence of bodily Impreſſions, 2 
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And why ſhould our Affection and Care ter- 
minate ſo much in the Bopy.? We ought not in- 
deed to find Fault with the ſovereign Will, which 
has for a while confined us to it: there are many 
Duties we owe it, and we are allowed the reaſon- 
able uſe of any of it's Pleaſures. But, when it is 
ſet off to the beſt Advantage, do we not all know 
what it is? How it grows and is nouriſhed? How 
it decayeth and dieth ? Wherein do its compound- 
ing Parts excel thoſe of the Creatures below us? 
Or what can it injoy which they are not capable 
of, . perhaps in a higher Degree? Does it not lie 
open in every point to Diſeaſe. and Pain? Which 
not all our Skill and Care can either prevent or re- 
lieve, and which only a ſound, well -· inſtructed Mind 
can enable us to endure. One cannot willingly 
make ſuch an ungrateful Suppoſition, yet is there 
not room enough to ſuppoſe, you may at any un- 
certain Time ſee the ſweet Babe groaning under 
the heavieſt Affliction, ſhrieking out in extreme 
Anguiſh, or pining away under a lingering Di- 
ſtemper ? Poſhbly you may ſee him in the Ago- 
nies of Death: Poſſibly you may ſee him, if you 
can bear to ſee him, dead; the dear Body with- 
out Breath, without Motion, piercing the weep- 
ing Mother's Heart with the bittereſt Sorrows. 
Neither the Reluctance of your Thoughts, nor 
my hearty Wiſhes to the contrary, can prevent 
this, if he, whoſe Will we cannot reſiſt, appoints 
it to be ſo. We have not one of the Externals of 
Life in our own Power. They are all abſolutely 
at the Diſpoſal of one who can. ſink or raiſe them 
when, and as he pleaſeth. This ſhould ſo mo- 
derate our Regards to the Body, and whatever 
belongs to- it, as that they may, neither in this, 
nor any other Caſe, hinder the free Exerciſe of our 


Minds, 


- Follies and 
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Minds, in attending to that which is ſupremely 
and unalterably good; which alone can make us 
happy, and will make us happy for ever. 

But how many Mothers have wiſhed Death 
had prevented the Undutifulneſs of their Children, 
which hath bereaved them of all Comfort, when 
they have moſt of all ſtood in need of it? Look 
before you, -Daughter, to threeſcore, when Life 
begins to be cold and dark. Would you then be 
ſighted, difregarded, diſhonoured? Would you 
have your aged Heart torn and pained with the 
er of your Children? Or 
would you then be reverenced, eſteemed, confult- 
ed, attended, and have a perpetual Pleafure in 
their wiſe and regular Conduct? Now is the time 
to form the Plan of your own as well as their 
future Happineſs. And as ever you hope to be 
conſiderable - hereafter, make yourſelf fo now. 
The young Mother's Indulgence brings the old 
Woman into Contempt. A parental Dominion, 
well ſupported by Reaſon and good Senſe, is the 
beſt Hold we can have of our Children. If we ſo 
Jove them as ſtil to maintain our Authority; and 
ſo maintain our Authority as ſufficiently to diſco- 
ver our Love; and if bothLove and Authority 
conſpire together, the one ſteadily forbidding, and, 
in good Earneſt, correcting what is wrong, and 
the other chearfully encouraging and ſmiling upon 
every | bing right and commendable, they are pro- 
bably our own for Life. Love alone may not 
be depended -upon, being regarded as a Thing of 
Courſe, which a Child is not much concerned to 
return; and which loſeth all it's Force when he 
mecrs with other Objects to divert his Affections 
from you. But a Mind trained up in Wiſdom 
and Victue can never be ungrateful — 55-5 
ne- 


HS 
BenefaAors, and the early Impreſſions of a well 
managed Authority are never wholly effaced. And 


conſidering the Advantages Nature gives us, ijt 


is eaſy to eſtabliſh a laſting Dominion over the 
ſupple Spirits, if we are not by Fondneſs intoxi> 
cated into a ſhameful Neglect of ourſelves and 
them. A Child is eaſily taught to ſtand in Awe of 
a Father or Mother; to regard their Perſons as 
ſacred, and their Commands as indiſputable. 

Tou ſhould likewiſe lock forward into Life for 


your Child as well as for yourſelf, As Tears ad- 


vance, Habits gain Strength. It is therefore your 
Wiſdom, of the different Ways of Life to chooſe 
the beſt; habituate him to it betimes, and that 
will make it eaſy and pleaſant; nor can he, but 
with Difficulty, de ſedueed into a favourdble Opi- 
nion of what is worſe. Man is a various Crea- 
ture. One ſees the ignorant, the idle, the covet- 
ous, the proud, the luxurious, the voluptuous, 
Se. On the other hand; chere is the knowing, 
the active, the uſeful, the temperate, the pru- 
dent, the brave, the patient, the humble, = 
benevolent. I need not afk you to chooſe 
Character; TKnow' where you would be. Idle- 
neſs is a Sort of Nonzexiſtence, 'the Bane of all 
Enjoyment, which renders a Life of the greateſt 
Advutitages infpid, dull and inſignificant. Co- 
vetouſneſs is miſerably wanting what we already 
have; or inſatiably craving what we do not want. 
Pride leads to all che Evils, which thinking too 
highly of ourſelves, and too contemptibly of all 
other Beings, can produce. Pleaſure is our great- 
eſt Foible, and moſt dangerous Deluſion, inſſavi 
and debaſing the Soul, and ruining all it's Glory. 
In ſhort, all Vice, however poliſhed, diſguiſed, 
or recommended by Wit or Faſhion, is Error 
and 
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9 Falſhood, the Diſeaſe and Deformity of our 
Nature : And therefore, though the vitious may, 
at preſent, be diverted and amuſed, yet really 
they. muſt, be deſtitute of true Peace and Happi- 
neſs, - Virtue is Truth and Right, the Health, 
Harmony and Beauty of the Soul, and cannot 
but yield perpetual Satisfaction to the Mind re- 
flecting upon it's own Conduct. Then, as ever 
you deſire to have your Children ſhine in the Ho- 
nours of a good Character, and happy in that 
omfort and Tranquility to which too many are 
rangers, form them betimes to Virtue. As the 
Tree receives it's Growth, ſo the Mind is always 
inſenſibly taking it's Bent: And, if it is not care- 

lly ſet and directed at firſt, will prove too ſtub- 
rn for any Remedy we may afterward be wil- 
ling to apply, when the Inclinations, Humours 
and — wege we once thought harmleſs, 
appear threatning and dangerous. 7 6 

Tou are careful to make the Circumſtances of 
your Children eaſy in future Life. And conſider; 
whether you . chooſe to be providing Fewel for 
Vice, or laying in Materials for the Exerciſe of 
Goodneſs z and take your Meaſures accordingly. 
But your Children as well as others may be 
pinched in the iron Claws of Neceſſity. No Con- 
dition can be an abſolute Security, againſt the 

eateſt Pains, Wants, Diſappointments, Loſ- 
2. Dangers; which are inſupportable Burthens 
to thoſe, who have never learnt to value or reliſh 
any Thing above the Objects of Senſe; and have 
been accuſtomed to be pleaſed and gratified in 
every Thing. Whilſt the Man practiſed in Self- 
denial and Abſtinence, ſeaſoned with the Maxims 
of Wiſdom, and ſteeled with true Fortitude, can, 
not only ſupport himſelf under, but even make 


his 


0 
his own Advantage of, thas which une 
and overwhelms others. 

Nor will the Benefit of — Diſcipline redound 
to your Child only: Others will ſhare in the good 
Effects of it. Every Man is of ſome Conſequence 
to Society, and his Influence is always proportion- 
able to his Wealth and Power. If a Man is wicked, 
the greater his Power, and the higher he ſtands, 
the more readily, and the further he ſpreads his 
own ill Qualities, and the more Miſchief he is ca- 
pable of doing. And it is ſad to ſee, how many 
every where are drawn into Debauchery, by the 
vicious Examples of their Superiors, abuſed by 
their Inſolence, and oppreſſed by their rapacious 
Covetouſneſs. But a- Gentleman of Sobriety and. 
Humanity, a Friend to Mankind, whoſe Life re- 
commends Virtue, and whoſe Moderation and 
Goodneſs ſweeten the Condition of thoſe who de- 
pend upon him, or are any ways obnoxious to him, 
muſt be an invaluable Preſent to the World, and 
may be an extenſive Bleſſing in it; Therefore as 
you deſire your Children may poſſeſs handſome 
Fortunes, and labour to procure for them the beſt 
you can; and as you know not in what Poſt of 
Eminence the Providence of God, who can raiſe 
up even the Poor ont of - tbe Duſt,” that be may" ſet 
him with Princes, may place them, you ſhould 
beſtow a Care and Diligence, as if they vere ts 
be ranked amongſt the greateſt. 

We know not how large a Share of Mankind 
in future. Ages may ſpring} from us; nor conſe« 
quently, how far the Effects of our preſent Ma- 
nagement may ſpread. - But ſurely, whether our 
Branches are many or ſew, it ſhould be a pl — 


Imagination, to 2 Religion and Goodne 


not Impiety and Wickedneſs, conveyed down 
from us to oſterity. But 
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- But the GosPeL} The glorious Goſpel of the 
bleſſed God ſetteth the higheſt Rate upon our 
Nature, and ſupplies. the ſtrongeſt Motives for 
the Cultivation of it. There: we are not only, to 
great Advantage, diſtinguiſhed from the Crea- 
tures below us, but moreover are. repreſented as 
capable of riſing to an equal Degree of Wiſdom 
and Felicity with thoſe that are above us, upon 
ſome of the loftieſt Steps of Creation. We ſhame» 
fully neglect. our Being, and ungrate fully deſpite 


the beſt Good - will of the muniſicent Author of 
it, if we make not this a prevailing Argument for 


groming continually in heavenly Purity and Love. 
r Child is born in the Family and Covenant 
af God; and it's Share in the Honours, Privi- 


tedges, and everlaſting Inheritance belonging to 


his Houle, have been ſignified and aſſured to it 
in Baptiſm, as his free Gl in Cbriſt Jeſus. This 
extraordinary Ad vantage is intended to have it's 
Etfe& both upon you and your Children. The 
moſt excellent Precepts of Wiſdom. are delivered 
to us by the Son of God. And while you make 
thoſe the Rule of your own Life, and of your 
's Education, mult it not raviſh your 
and excite your moſt zealous Induſtry, to 
reflect ; that you are bringing them up to be wr 
vious among glorious Angels: holy Spirits among 
the Spirits. of juſt Men made perfect; | Heirs of 
eternal Life; Kings and Prieſts to God, inthe hap- 
py Manſions, which the Redeemer is gone to make 
is true and faithful Servants | What 
Joy muſt it conſider your Family as a Nur- 


ſery for Heaven and — Oh! What 
Joy one Day to meet your dear Conſort in the Pa- 
radiſe of God, and the dear Pledges of your mu- 
tual Love, ſhining in Perfections and Honours 


6150 
too high for our preſent Comprehenfion; diſpoſed 
to the nobleſt intellectual Exerciſes, and the moſt 
delightful Enjoyments, not only of each other, 
but = the Father of the Univerſe, who is Life, 
Light and Love ineffible ! 
ndeed, we may fall into the contrary Miſery 

and it is evident, from the very Nature of Wick- 
edneſs, and it's Effects in this World, that our 
Religion would have been falſe had it not told us 
ſo. We may receive the Grace of 82 in vain, 
and fink into endleſs Darkneſs and | 
2 him. And 8 2 — 

at y our 1 may contribute to 
the I. of our Children Can it ſit eaſy 
upon our T 1 that poſſibly we may be 
inſtrumental of new Creatures into ge- 
ing, only to infale . Authority, to vio- 
late his Laws, to flight his Grace, and to fig 
themſelves into a total Incapacity of being happy 
in him? Shall we bring forth and nouriſh Chl 
dren, only to increaſe the Number of Pa 
and to find Work for vindictive Juſtice ? 

The bringing up of Children ſhould not be re- 
garded as a Thing of Courſe, but as a Matter of 
the moſt ſerious Attention and ag | — 1— | 
ſelf experienced the Advant 
cation; and have ſeen the = 2 
of Neglect and unreaſonable Indulgence, 

N Heart, that the n of your beloveg 
ffspring, both temporal and eternal, depends 
upon your wiſe and early Tutor 

Let the following Rules be we obſerved. In 
Care, Reproof, Correction, Encouragement, Huſ- 
band and Wife ſhould act in perfect pat, 
Teach your Child Submiſſion to yourſelf, or 
will be able to teach him nothing beſides. 


move 
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( 16 ) 
move all bad Examples from his Sight. Under- 
ſtand yourſelves what you would have your Chil- 
dren underſtand ; be yourſelves what you would 


have them be; and do yourſelves, what you 


would have them practiſe. Parents are the ori- 


ginal Models upon which we form our Tempers 


and Behaviour. Gradually infuſe into the empty 
Mind the deareſt and moſt affecting Notions of 
God; his Omnipreſence, Almighty Power, his 
Goodneſs and over-ruling Providence, his Re- 
gards to pious Men, his hearing and anfwering 


of Prayer. Wher theſe Things upon the tender 


Spirit, and fix them by Scripture- inſtances; as 
Noah, Abrabam, Joſeph, the Iſraelites Paſſage thro? 
the Red-Sza, being fed with Mama, the three 
Children in the fiery Furnace, Daniel in the Li- 
on's Den, and ſuch like. Let him frequently 
hear ſerious Diſcourſe upon religious and heaven- 
ly Subjects. He will liſten and catch the ſame 
Spirit. Shew him the Vanity of the World, the 
Frailty of the Body, the Dignity and infinite 
Worth of the Mind. Often inculcate, that he is 


made, not to live here below, but in the glorious 


and eternal World above: And that he is here 
only to have his Virtue tried and exerciſed, that 
he may be fit to live in Heaven; from whence 
God has ſent a great and glorious Perſon on pur- 

ſe to inform us how we ought to behave here, 
in order to our being for ever happy hereafter ; 
to whoſe Inſtructions we ſhould therefore have 
the higheſt Regard. Habituate him to ſanctify 
the Lord's Day; to eſteem highly the Word of 
God; to reverence his Ordinances, and to honour 
his Miniſters. Lead him on, as he is capable, 
to the cleareſt Knowledge of Goſpel · doctrine. 
But be ſure with all religious Inſtruction * 

uc 
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ſuck in a Spirit of uni verſal Candour, Goodneſs, 
and Charity. The juſteſt Notions attended wich 
the Virulence of Bigotry are but as generous 
Wine turned into the ſowreſt Vinegar. Let him 
be well eſtabliſhed in Liberty (Liberty to uſe and 
improve his Underſtanding) and the Rights of 
Conſcience; but for others as well as hiqiſelf. 
Addreſs his Underſtanding; encourage his En- 
quiries, and ule him betimes to think and reaſon, 
Repreſent Vice in the moſt odious, Virtue in tue 
moſt amiable Colours. Eifpecially give him a 
deep Senſe of Truth and Jategrity, and an Ab- 
horrence of all Manner of Falihood, Fraud, Craft, 
Subterfuge and Diſſimulation, as baſe and dithv- 
nourable, and highly diſpleaſing to God. Lou 
cannot cheriſn Veracity too much. Never be je- 
vere for any Fault he ingenuouſly acknowledges: 
But while you are convincing him of the wrong 
he has done, honour and commend him for the 
Truth he has ſpoken, Make him ſenſible bodily 
Appetites and Paſſions are very dangerous, if not 
duely reſtrained. Give him-a low Opinion of 
Splendour and Show, and deceive him not into 
- wrong Thoughts of himſelf by gaudy Ornaments, 
Teach him to reverence. the human Nature even 
in the pooreſt, and ſuffer him not to treat any 
with Contempt. . Cheriſh Modeſty, and check a 
forward, bold Behaviour; it may grow into an 
unruly diſſolute Inſolence. Suffer him not to be 
a Man, but as Years. and Underſtanding allow. 
Boys are by no Means fit to govern themſclves, 
or to direct others. Inure him to Diligence and 
cloſe Application, (properly intermixed with Play 
and Diverſion) when he is ſtrong enough to apply 
to Learning; and let him want no Advantage of 
increaſing in Knowledge and Wiſdom you can 

9 procure, 
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procure, or he can improve. And reft perſuaded 
* that your ſincere and 2 3 not 
= - be in vain. The Nature of Things, and the Pro- 
miſe of God inſure Succeſs. 

I preſent you with this, not becauſe I think it 
exceeds what others may have done ; but becaule 
I it will engage the greater Regard on Ac- 
— the Hand from which it comes. 

May the Fountain of all Being, Wiſdom, and 

_ Happineſs, ſhower down the choiceſt Bleſſings 
on you and yours. May our Poſterity riſe up in 
ſucceſſive Generations to honour and ſerve. him: 
And may he direct and guard us all through the 
Temptations and Uncertainties of this World to 
the unſpeakable Joys of his Preſence, is the hearty 
Prayer of, dear Daughter, your affectionate Fa- 
ther, Sc. 
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HE hebrew Word TY. berith, from 
which alone theEngliſh Word Couenaut, 


is always rendered in the Old Tela. 

ment, may come from & N. bara, to 
create, as that ſignifies to put Things into a new 
State or Conditian, by a new Conſtitution, Diſpas 
fition, or Settlement of Affairs; which is alſo the 
Senſe of Jian, Covenant, in the Greek both of 
the Old and New Teltaments. This general No- 
tion will naturally include the two principal Ac- 
ceptations of the Word, Covenant: Namely, as 
it ſignifies, cither a free, unconditional Donation 
and Aflurance of Bleflings from God, which put 
Life into a new State of Happineſs : Or an 
Agreement or mutual Engagement between Par- 
ties, upon certain Conditions, which ſettles Af- 
fairs upon a new Foundation. 

In the 6rſt Senſe, God's Covenant, after the 
Flood, with Noah, and bis Seed after him, that is 
to ſay, all Mankind, for perpetual , Generations, 
Gen. vi. 18.—ix. 9, &c. is to be underſtood 3 
namely, as a free 'and abſolute Grant, ar. Pro- 
miſe, from the ſole Pleaſure and Goodneſs of 
God, that all Fleſb, a the 2 

| ne 
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edneſs of the World, ſhould not any more be cut 
off with the Waters of a Flood : But that, while 
the. Earth ſhould remain, Seed-time and Harveſt, 
and Cold and Heat, and Summer and Winter, and 
Day and Night, ſhould not ceaſe. Of a ſimilar, 
but, much ſuperior Nature, was the Covenant, 
or free Grant of Bleſſings, which God at ſeveral 
Times made to Abraham ; as Gen. xii. 2, 3. In 
thee, Abraham, ſhall all Families of the Earth be 
bleſſed. Gen. xvii. 7. And I will eſtabliſh my Co- 
venant between me and thee and thy Seed after thee, 
in their Generations, for an everlaſting Covenant, 10 
be @ God unto thee, and to thy Seed 1 thee. Gen. 
xxii. 16, 17, 18. By myſelf have I ſworn, ſaith 
the Lord, for becauſe thou haſt done this Thing, and 
haſt not withheld thy Son, thine only Son : That in 
bleſſing I will bleſs thee, and in multiplying I will 
multiply thy Seed as the Stars of the Heaven, and as 
the Sand which is upon the Sea. ſbore: And thy Seed 
fhall poſſeſs the Gate of his Enemies; and in thy Seed 
ſhall all the Nations of the Earth be bleſſed ; becauſe 
thou haſt obeyed my Voice. The ſame Grant was 
alſo repeated to Jaac his Son, and to Faced his 
Grandſon, Gen. xxvi. 4.—xxviii. 13, 14. This 
Donation is of the very higheſt Importance; and 
we are all of us concerned in it. I call it the A. 
brahamic Covenant. But at the ſame time, and 
by the ſame free Gift, God, the abſolute Pro- 
prietor of all Worlds and Countries, was pleaſed 
to inveſt Abrabam, and his natural Seed, or Poſ- 
terity, the Jews, in a Right to the Land of Ca- 
naan, and in other Privileges peculiar to them- 
ſelves. Gen. xv. 18. In that ſame Day, ihe Lord 
made a Covenant with Abram, ſaying, unto thy Seed 
have I given this Land, from the River of Egypt unto 


the great River, the River Euphrates, &c. Gen. 
| | XV11. 
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xvii. 8. And I will give unto thet, and to thy Seed 
after thee, the Land wherein thou art a Stranger, all 
the Land of Canaan, for an everlaſting Poſſeſſion 3 
and 1 will be their God. So alſo Gen. xxvi. 4. 
XXviii. 13, 14. This Conveyance, I apprehend, 
gives the Jews, notwithſtanding their preſent E- 
jectment, an indefeaſable Right to the Land of 
| Canaan, which will hold to the End of the World. 
I call this the Covenant of Peculiariy. Thus, 
Covenant, in the firſt Senſe, is to be underſtood. 

In the other Senſe, as a Compact or mutual 
Engagement between Parties, between Man and 
Man, or between God and Man, it ſtipulates 
certain Articles and Conditions to be performed, 
in order to an Intereſt in the Advantages, or 
Bleſſings, propoſed. God, on his Part, will 
% continue Life; if Man, on his Part, will con- 
tinue to be obedient : But if Man is once guilty 
of Tranſgrefſion, his Life is forfeited.” This 
was the Hereb Covenant, which God made with 
_ -the' ſſraelites when be brought them out of the Land of 
Egypt, and not before that Time. [Deut. xxix. 1. 

1 Kings viii. 21.] This Paul the Apoſtle, calls 
Law; and informs us, that it was not given to 
the Iſraelites as a Rule whereby they might obtain 
Life; but to ſhew them the Nature and Demerit 
of Sin, and to bring them to Chriſt. Still the 
Abrabamic Covenant, before mentioned, was the 
Rule of their Juſtification, 

And, as this, the Mrabamic Covenant, is the 
Subject of this Treatiſe, I ſhall attempt a further 
Explication of it by obſerving; _ 

I. That it included the Seed, or Poſterity, of 
Abrabam, and gave them, before they were born, 
a Right to the Bleſſings of it, as'well as himſelf, 

66 Gen. 
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Gen. xvii. 7. I will efabliſh my Covenant,— for an 


_ - everlaſting Covenant, to be à God unto thee, and to 


thy Seed afier thee, in their Generations, to the 
End of the World. In like Manner, the Cove- 
nant with Noab and his Sons, after the Deluge, 
was eſtabliſhed with them, and with their Seed af- 
fer them, for perpetual Generations, or with all 
Mankind, and indeed with all Animals upon 
the Globe, to the End of the World. Gen. ix. 
9—12. This demonſtrates, that the Bleſſings 
conveyed in the Abrabamic Covenant, were ſuch 
as might be freely, or gratuitouſly given; or, 


| that they are to be conſidered only ſo far as they 


can be freely, abſolutely and unconditionally gi- 
ven: For they muſt be ſuch as a new-born Child 
could have a Right to, who could have no Right 
or Intereſt in them but upon the Foot of Grace 
or free Gift; the very ſame Foot, upon which 
the ſeveral riſing Generations of Mankind, and 
of other Animals, have an Intereſt in the Cove- 


nant with Neab; And upon the very ſame Foot 


that every new-borna Heir hath a Right to an 
\Eſtate abſolutely given to a Man and his Heirs 
for ever. It muſt be a Right of free Donation; 
becauſe it exiſts before there is a Capacity of per- 
forming any Conditions previous to it. Hence 
this Covenant takes the Nature of a PROMISE, 
and is called raya the Promiſe, Rom. iv. 13, 
14. Gal. iii. 17. [Obſerve, that in this Verſe 
Hrebuxy, the Covenant, and r7eyy1ua, the Promiſe, 
are Synonymous. -V. 1 8. | God, »exapires, gave it 
Freely to Abrabam by Promiſe. See Heb, vi. 13.— 
V. 24, eranmmen Promiſes of God. [Obſerve, in 
theſe Texts, the Promiſe, or Promiſes of God, 
are oppoſed to the Law, in the Senſe above ex - 
plained. ] It is called » wage, tbe A” 
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Gal. iii. 14. It is alſo deſcribed as an InnzrT- 
TANCE, Gal. iii. 18, And they who have an In- 
tereſt in the Bleſſings thereof are denominated 
Heins, Rom. iv. 14. Gal. iii. 29. And if ye be of 
Chriſt, then are ye Abraham's Seed, and HIAG ac- 
cording to the Promiſe made to him, See alſo Heb, 

vi. 17. All theſe Expreſſions in the apoſtolic 
Writings relate immediately, and only to the 4- 
brahamic Covenant; and do evidently imply, that 
it is a free Gift from God, the ſole Donor of all 
"Being and Happineſs. | 4 
II. The ineſtimable Bleſſings and Promiſes of 
Life and Favour, which the Munificence of the 
Moſt High is pleaſed freely to beſtow, do, in the 
Nature of Things, ſtrongly e to Gratitude 
and Duty; and have a powerful „ un- 
der our preſent Darkneſs and Deficienciesy- to fill 
the Heart with Comfort, Joy, and good Aſſu- 
rance. What more deſireable and joyful than to 
be aſſured, that the all- powerful, wife and boun- 
tiful Father of the Univerſe, will be our God, 
Father and Friend for evermore? But then ſuch 
Bleſſings and Promiſes muſt be known, remem- 
bered, underſtood, duely conſidered, and laid to 


Heart. For Benefirs forgotten, Bleſſings un- 
known, of not regarded, how great ſoever in 
themſelves, can make no ' Impreſſions on 


the Mind. And therefore, when ſuch Blefſings 
are, once for all, granted to all ſucceeding Ge- 
nerations, as they rife in the World, the Nature 
of Things requires, that ſome Method ſhould be 
deviſed of preferving the Memory of them in all 
Generations; that thoſe, to whom they are 
granted, may enjoy the Conſolation and good 
Hope, which they inſpire; and perform the 
Gratitude and Duty to which they oblige. With 

B 4 | much 
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much Propriety the Divine Wiſdom made the 
Rain-bowA4! ſuppoſe, a new Object in the Sky, 
not ſeen before} a Token, Sign or Memorial of 
the Covinant\with Noah; that they who ſhould 
be acquainted with that ſacred Inſtitution, in 
every Age of the World, might be ſenſible of 
the Mercy of God in ſparing and preſerving 
Mankind, and thankful for it. And as the 
Bleſlings of che Abrahamic Covenant are of the 
very higheſt and moſt excellent Nature, includ- 
ing an Intereſt in God, as a God, Father and 
Friend for ever, I will be a God unto thee, and to 


iy Seed after: thee, Gen. xvii. .] and a Share in all 


the Bleſſings wherewith the Meſſiah, in the Goſ- 
pel, hath inriched the World, [in thy Seed ſhall 
all the Families, or Nations of the Earth be bleſſed, 
Gen. xii. 3—xXxXvi. 4.—XXviii. 14.] and as theſe 
Bleſſings are in their own Nature adapted to pro- 
duce the nobleſt Effects of Gratitude and Duty 
upon the Mind; fo it is evidently moſt expedi- 


ent, or rather neceſlary, that the Memory of 


ſuch a Donation ſhuuld be Nee preſerved to 
all ſucceeding Generations, and ſtrongly incul- 


cated upon their Thoughts, by a ſolemn Memo- 


rial, Sign or Token. The Memorial, Sign or 
Token, inſtituted, for this Purpoſe, by the Al- 
mighty, was Circumciſion, a Mark in the Fleſh: 


Which was both a Seal, or Confirmation of the 


free Grant of ſpiritual and eternal Bleſſings, even 


of that Righteouſneſs .of the Faith, or that Grant 


of Bleſſings by Faith, which was given to Abra- 
bam before he was "circumciſed; ® and alſo an 
Admonitian and Inſtruction in that moral Purity 
and Rectitude to which the Grace of God obliges. 


Far 


. 
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For Circumciſion was, or denoted, the Circumci- 
ſion of the Heart, Rom. ii, 29, This Memorial 
or Token was to be applied to every male Child, 
as ſoon after the Birth as it conveniently could 
namely, when it was eight Days old. And thus 
in every Generation, and in every Family, at 
the Birth of every male Child, the. Intereſt of 
that Child, and of that Family, both Males and 
Females, in the noble Grant of the Abrabamic 
Covenant, was, by a Divine Inſtitution, recog- 
nized and aſſured, and the Duty, con/equent to 
that Grant, was declared“. This Procedure is 
founded upon the immutable Nature of Things, 
and mult be allowed to be a great Privilege, for 
the Reaſons already given. Indeed, the-Cove- 

Wo | 1 * 4 nant 


* Circumcifion is commonly conſidered as a Yoke, or 
Burthen upon the Jews; which Notion has ſprung from A. 
xv. 1.—certain Men, wubo came down from J udea, taught the 

Brethren, [the Chriſtians, who had been Proſelytes of the Gate, 
before their Converſion to the Goſpel.] and ſaid, Except ye be 
circumciſed AFTER THE MANNER OF MOSES, ye cannot be 
ſaved : Compared with Ver. 10. Now therefore, why tempt 
God, to put a Yoke upon the Neck of the Diſciples, \ which 0 4 
our Fathers, nor aue were able to bear. But Circumciſion is not 
conſidered here as the Jule, but keeping the whole ceremo- 
nial Law of Mz/es; with which the judaiaing Chriſtians ſup - 
poſed Circumciſion was eſſentially connected. See Ver. 5 
there roſe up certain of the Set of the Phariſees which believed, 
ſaying, that it wvas needful to circumciſe them, and command them 
to keep the Law of Moſes. And again, Ver. 24.—certain, aubicb 
went out from us, have troubled you with Words, jubverting your 
Souls, ſaying, Te muſt be circumciſed, and keep the Law, The 
circumciſing them, not after the Manner of Abraham, but af. 
ter the Manner of Moſer, whereby, as thoſe Chriſtian Phari. 
ſees believed, they would be obliged to keep the ceremonial 
Law of Moſes, was the Yoke, which they would have put on 
the Neck of the Diſciples. But the Apoſtles charge ſach 


Piſciples both from Circumciſion, and the Law of Me/e too, 
in that Reſpect. " | 
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nant; or Grant, would have failed of its beſt Ef- 
fects without it. And thus Things ſtood in the 
Church and Kingdom of God for about two thou- 
ſand Years; till Chriſt, the Meſſiah, came. 
The Poſterity of Abraham by this open and 
frequently repeated Aſſurance of their ſpecial In- 
tereſt in God, and in all the Bleſſings of his Co- 
venant, and by enjoying this Mean of ingaging 
them to the Love and Obedience of him, were 
certainly very much diſtinguiſhed from, and 
raiſed above other Nations of the Earth, who 
were all Strangers to this Covenant, Epbeſ. ii. 12. 
And we find that the 1/razhtes were generally ſen- 
ſible of this, efteemed it as a great Honour, and 
were very tenacious of it both for themſelves, and 
for their Children, It is on this Account, eſpe- 
cially, that they are in Scripture ſtiled a Hol 
Nariox, and People. And, with regard to Line- 
age and Deſcent, as their Children in every ſuc- 
cefſive Generation were intitled to the ſame Pri- 
vileges, they, the 1/raclites, are ſtiled the holy 
Seed, (Ia. vi. 13. Ezra. ix. 2.) i. e. federally holy, 
as they were, from their Birth, fpecially intereſted 
in the Covenant of Divine Grace, and appropri- 
ated to the Service of God. Accordingly they 
are ſaid to be born unto Cod, Ezek. xvi. 20. and 
ſo, were his Sons and Daughters as ſoon as the 
were born. On the contrary, the Nations, wit 
regard to this extraordinary Privitege, were in a 
comparatively low, and lefs honourable State; 
which is in Scripture denoted by their being un- 
CIRCUMCISED STRANGERS, and UNCLEAN. See 
Gen, Xxxiv. 14. Judges xiv. 3. 1 Sam. xvii. 26. 
Jer. ix. 25, 26. Ezek. xliv. 7. 1/a. xxxv. 8. Joel 
Ja. 


hit. 17. li. 1. Epbeſ. ii. 11, 12. 
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It was with great Propriety that the Seal of the 
Grant, or Covenant, was applied to Infants, a8 
it ſhewed that the Grant was of free Grace. Fot 
had they not been allowed to apply the Seal or 
Token till their Children arrived at Years of Diſ- 
eretion, and had given Proof of their Obedience, 
then their Obedience would have been the Con- 
dition of their Inteteft in the Covenant: And f6 
the Covenant would not have been of Grace, 
but of Works. Beſides, it muft be a gteat 
Comfort to Parents, (to Children too, when ca- 
pable of Reflection) that the Love of God thus 
met their Children at their Entrance into Life, 
claimed them for his own, and gave them, as 
ſoon as he had given them Breath, the ſtrongeſt 
Aſſurance of his fatherly Bleffing, Care and Pro- 
tection, through future Life; which muſt be a 
ſtrong Engagement upon Parents to educate theit 
Children in Piety and Virtue ; and upon Children 
to receive good Inſtructions. 

Further obſerve; that Circumciſion did not 
confer the Right to Covenant-Bleflings ; but on] 
declared the Right, which was before care 
by the Grant to Abraham. The Right was con- 
ferred by the Grant, or Promiſe : And the Ordi- 
| nance was only a Declaration, Seal or Confirma- 
tion of the Right, which exiſted antecedently to 
the Ordinance. Again; All the Seed or Pofte- 
rity of Abraham, both Males and Females, by 
the Promiſe made to him, had a Right to the 
Bleſſings of the Covenant; and theretore, when 
the Wiſdom of God thought it ſufficient, that 
the Seal ſhould be applied only to the Males, the 
Right of the Females muſt, at the fame Time, 
be declared and confirmed. Laftly 'obſerve ; 
That Circumciſion was the initiating Ordinance 


or 
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or the Ordinance that was adminiſtred to a Per- 
ſon at his firſt Entrance into the Church and 
Kingdom of God: The firſt viſible Pledge and 
Token of God's Love, aſſuring him of his Inte- 
reſt in all Covenant-Bleſſings, and of his Share in 
all Church Honours and Privileges. And this it 
declared and ſignified once for all: And therefore 
was but once adminiſtred, and not repeted after- 
wards. 

III. The Covenant * Peculiarity, annexed to 
the Abrabamic Covenant, gave the Jews alone, 
the natural Deſcendents of Abraham, a Right and 
Title to the Land of Canaan, and to ſome other 
Privileges, excluſive of all other Nations. But 
the  Abrabamic Covenant itſelf extended to, and 
included all Nations of the Earth; though God 
did not think fit immediately, at that time, to 
reveal and publiſh ic among them. Bur. their 
Right was given and aſſured, when God made 
the Covenant with Abraham. This appears from 
the expreſs Words of the Grant, Cen. xii. 3.— 
xxii. 8, — XXV1. 4. — XXVIit. 14. In thee, or in 


© thy Seed, ſhall all the Families, or all the Nations of 


the Earth be bleſſed. And in Gen. xvii. 4, 5. God 
conſtitutes Abrabam the Faiber, or Head, of many 
Nations, with Reference to the Covenant, which 
he then made with him, to be a God unto ay 
and to bis Seed after him; in theſe Words: As 
for me, behold, my Covenant is with thee, and 
thou ſhalt be, with Reſpect to this Covenant or 
Grant, 4 Father of many Nations. Neither” ſhall 
thy Name any more be called Abram; but thy Name 
ſhall be Abrabam : For a Father of many Nations 
have I mage thee. Thus the Apoſtle Paul under- 
ſtood this Paſſage, Rom. iv. 16, 17, — who, A- 
braham, is ihe Father of us all, both Jews and 
Gentiles, 


es , 
Gentiles, ſor the Nations] (as it is written, I 
have made thee a Father of many Nations) before 
him, or in the Account and Purpoſe of him, 
whom he believed. When Abraham ſtood: before 
God, and received this Grant, or Promiſe, 1 
will be a God unto thee, and to thy Seed after thee, 
he did not, in the Account of God, appear as a 
private Perſon, but as the Father of us all; not 
only of the Jews, but alſo of all other Nations, 
who embracing the Promiſe, as Abrabam did, 
ſhould be accepted and intereſted in this noble 
Grant, as he was. Thus Abraham was the Fa- 
ther of many Nations. And this ſufficiently di- 
ſtinguiſheth the two Grants, which I call the A. 
brabamic Covenant, and the Covenant of Peculia- 
rity. For though they were both granted at the 
| ſame time, or joined together in the ſame Deed; 
yet the one was a Grant to all Nations, as well 
as to the Iraelites; the other was a Grant to the 
Iſraelites alone. Nor can thoſe two diſtin& and 
different Grants interfere with, or invalidate 
each other ; as they are not in their own Nature 
oppolite, or contradictory. The granting to A- 
braham the Honour of having the Meſſiah de- 
ſcend from him, the Bleſſing of a numerous and 


_ proſperous 


tv, I „ e has here the ſame Force that 
+355 has in the following Places; and may ſignify, in the 
Sight, Eflimation, Thought, f udgment. Ezra. ix. g. have er- 
tended Mercy to us in the Sight of the Kings of Perſia. Neh. i. 11. 
proſper thy Servant, — and grant him Mercy in the Sight of this 
Man. Prov. iv. 3. tender and only beloved in the Sight of my 
Mother. — xiv. 12. There is a Way which feemeth right unto 
[1355 before] a Man, 80 Prov. xvi. 25.—Neb: ii, 6. ER. 
v. 14. It pleaſed the King, — the Thing pleaſed Haman + in the 
Hebrew, it was good before [in the Thought or Judgment of] 
the King, Haman. Eccleſ. vii. 26. Whoſe pleaſeth Cod t be that 
is good before [in the Eltimation of] God, 


1 


| Proſperous Poſterity, the Poſſeſſion of the Land 


of Canaan, is no ways inconſiſtent with the Grant 
of ſpirityal and heavenly Bleflings (as we ſhall 
find them to be) to the Nations, when the Goſ- 
pel ſhould be preached to them : but, notwith- 
ſtanding the former Grant of Bleſſings peculiar 
to Abraham, this latter Grant to the Nations 
Hands in full Force, as entire and compleat, as if 
it had ſtood alone, and nothing beſides had been 
mentioned. Our Lord declared and confirmed 
the Covenant of Grace to his Apoſtles, in which 
they and all Chriſtians, without Exception, were 
intereſted : And withal gave them the Promiſe of 
the miraculous Gifts and Operations of the Spi- 
rit ; which Promiſe was peculiar to themſelves. 
of byt, comparatively, to a few other Chriſtians. 
Now it is eaſy to ſee, that this latter, and more 
reſtrained Promiſe, did not in any Reſpect in- 
terfere with, or limit the general Promiſe in the 
Covenant of Grace, Still that was open and 
free to all that ſhould embrace the Faith of the 
Goſpel to the End of the World. 
And as thoſe two Grants are plainly diſtin& 
and unconnected; fo Circumciſion, the Token, 
Might be applied to either, or both of them, as 
Gad ſnould be pleaſed to appoint. While the 
liar Kingdom of God was confined to the 
ewiſh Nation, and till the Maſiab came, Cir- 
cumciſion was the Token of both thoſe Cove- 
nants. From the coming of the Mzffiab, I ap- 
ehend, Circumciſion ceaſed to be the Token of 
the Abrabamic Covenant, and another Ordinance 
was ſubſtituted in the Place of it. Nevertheleſs, 
to the Jews, it might ſtill remain as a Token of 
the Covenant of Pecuſiarity. : on 
| „ is 


« 


( 883 

This Diſtinction alſo ſupplies us with @ plain 
Criterion or Mark, whereby we may know, when 
the Abrabamic Covenant is referred to, or included 
in any Paſſage of Scripture, For wherever 
the Salvation of God, of the Meſſiah's Empire 
and Influence is ſaid to be extended; or where 
it is plainly. implied, that it ſhould be extended, 
to the Nations, or to all Nations, we may be ſure 
that Reference is there made to the Abrabamic 
Covenant: There being no other Covenant or 
Conſtitution, of a Spiritual Nature, in all the 
Scripture, which is expreſsly ſaid to extend to al 
Nations of the Earth, but that. As in Pſal. ii. 8. 
T will give thee the Heathey* [the Nations] for thing 
Inheritance, and the uttermoſs Parts of the Earth for 
thy Poſſeſſion. Ma. xi. 10. Aud in that Day there ſhall 
be a Branch ſpringing out of the Root of Jeſſe, which 
ſhall ſtand for an Enjign of ibe People; io it ſhall the 
Gentiles (the Nations] ſee [See Ram. xv. 1 2] 
Ja. xlii. 1. Bebold my Servant, bam I 5 
mine Ele, in whom my Soul deligbteth : I haue put 
my Spirit upon him, be ſhall bring forth TJudement 
true Religion] 4 tbe 'Gentiles Ito the Nations, ] 
He ſball not cry, &c. [See Matt. xii. 18.] Ver. 6. 
T the Lord have called thee in Righteouſneſs — and 
will give thee for a Covenant of the People, far g 
Light of the Gentiles [the Nations. ] To oper the blind 
Eyes, &c. [ See Luke ii. 32.) Ia. xlix. 6. Aud be 
ſaid, I is a light thing that thou ſbouldeſt be my Ser- 
| Vang 


Jg and 2%, the Words uſed in the Abrahamic Co- 
venant, which properly ſignify, Nations, are the very Words 
frequently in the Engliſh Bible tranſlated by Heathen Genvides. 
But, I humbly conceive, the Scriptures would have been more 
intelligible to an Engliſh Reader, if, inſtead of Heather or 
Genti/es, thoſe two original Words had been always tranſlated, 
the Nations, or theſe of the Nations, 


1) 

vant to raiſe up the Tribes of Jacob, and to reſtore 
the Preſerved of Iſrael :. I will alſo give thee for a 
Light to the ry new rm Nations] bat thou mayeſi 
be my Salvation unto the End of the Earth. | See Ads 
xiii. 47.] Joel it. 32. And i ſhall come to paſs, that 
whoſoever Hall call on the Name of the Lord ſhall be 
N ſaved, fee Rom. x. 13. ] for in Mount 
Zion, and in Jeruſalem [i. e. among the Jews,] 
Hall be Deliverance, or Salvation, as the Lord hath 
ſaid, and in the Remnant, or Reſidue of the Nations, 
or to all that are afar off among the Nations, whom 
the Lord ſhall [hereafter] call, [See Acts ii. 39.] 
Amos ix. 11. In that Day will I raiſe up the Ta- 
Bernacle of David, that is fallen down, &c. That 
they may poſſeſs the Remnant of Edom, and of all the 
Heathen (the Nations. See Acts xv. 14—17. | 

So alſo in Zepb. ii. 11. Zech. ii. 11.—ix. 10. Mal. 
1. 11. Theſe, and other Paſſages of Scripture, 
of the like Kind, refer to the Grant or Promiſe 
made to Abraham, In thy Seed ſhall all the Nati- 
ons of the Earth be bleſſed : And, A Father of many 

; Nations have 1 made thee. | We 

IV. This Covenant, the Mrabamic Covenant, 
Grant or Promiſe, was confirmed, or ratified, of 
God in Chriſt. So the Apoſtle, Gal. iii. 17. And 
this I ſay, or affirm with the greateſt Aſſurance, 

that the Covenant that was confirmed before of God in 
Chriſt, the Law, which was four hundred and thirty 
Years after, cannot diſanul, that it ſhould make 
the Promiſe of no Effet. The Covenant, or Pro- 

| miſe, which the Apoſtle here ſpeaks of, is un- / 

doubtedly the Abrabamic Covenant: As appears 
from the Context; Ver. 14, &c. That the Ble, 
ng of Abrabam might come on the Gentiles, [the 
Nations] tbrough Jeſus Chriſt ; that we might re- 


ceive the Promiſe of the Spirit through Faith. Bre- 
927 thren, 
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thren, 1 ſpeak after the Manner of Men ; though it 


be but a Man's Covenant, yet if it be confirmed, nd 
Man diſanulleth it, or addeth thereto. Now t0 
Abraham and his Seed were the Promiſes made. He 
ſaith, he meaneth, not, unto Seeds, as of mam; 
[i. e. he ſpeaks not of different Sorts of Claim- 
ants] but of one Sort of Claimants. And to thy 
Seed, which is Chriſt, or ſuch as become Mem- 
bers of his Church by Faith. And this I fay, 
That the Covenant that was confirmed before of God 
in Chriſt, the Law, which was four hundred and 
thirty Years after, cannot diſanul, &c. It is plain, 
he is ſpeaking, of the Covenant and Promiſes 
made to Abraham and his Seed, as they extend 
to the Nations. Ver. 14. That the Bleſſing of A. 
brabam might come on the Nations by Jeſus Chriſt. 
Which appears more particularly from his af- 
firming, That this Covenant or Promiſe exiſted 
four hundred and thirty Years before the Law. 
For that is the Space of Time from the giving of 
the Law at Mount Horeb, to the Time when the 
Promiſe was firſt given to Abrabam, Gen. xii. 3. 
Concerning which Covenant or Promiſe the A- 
e affirms, that it was confirmed or 
ratified in, or unto Chriſt “. Now whether the 
Meaning be, that it was confirmed to Chriſt 
perſonally z or that it was formed and ſettled a- 
greeably to the Scheme of Redemption in him; 
or that it was confirmed unte Chriſt collectively, 
i. e. unto the Church of Chriſt, or unto the whole 
Body of thoſe that believe in him, and hope for 


The Apoſtle may allude to the Promiſe, confirmed 
the Oath of God, Ger. xxii. 16. 18. in thy Seed, in Chriſt, 
ſhall all the Nations of the Earth be bleſſed : For what is here 
confirmed to Abraham, is confirmed in Chriſt, unto Chriſt, or 
with ReſpeQ to Chriſt, in whom all Nations ſhould be bleſſed, 
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the Salvation of God through him; in any poſ- 
ſible Senſe, this Aſſertion of the Apoſtle plainly 
connects the Abrabumic Covenant with Chriſt, or 
the Goſpel, and ſhews undeniably, that it had 
Reſpect to the Chriſtian Diſpenſation. We may 
advance a Step further, and affirm, F | 

V. That the Abrabamic Covenant did include, 
and is in Subſtance the ſame with the Goſpel Co- 
venant, which our Lord and his Apoſtles pub- 
| liſhed to the World. This may be demonſtrated 
by the following Arguments. 

1. The Goſpel was preached to Abraham in 
the Covenant, or Promiſe, made to and with 
him. Gal. iii. 8. And the Scripture foreſeeing that 
God would juſtify the Heathen, or the Nations, by 
Faith, preached before the Goſpel unto Abraham, ſay- 

ing, In thee ſhall all Nations be bleſſed, The Senſe 
is this: God having purpoſed and decreed, in 
the Fulneſs of Time, to juſtify the Nations, or 
give them a Title to all the Bleſſings of his King- 
dom and Covenant, only upon Faith in his Son 
| Jeſus Chriſt, preached the Goſpel, according to 
which they were to be juſtified, to Abrabam, 
(long before it was preached by Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles,) when he ſaid unto him, In thee ſpall all 
the Families, or Nations of the Earth be bleſſed. 
Therefore, when God made this Promiſe, he 
preached the Goſpel : And he preached that Goſ- 
| pel according to which we of the Nations. are 
juſtified, -or have an Intereſt in all the Bleſſings 
of the Covenant of Grace: And he preached it 
with Reference to us Gentiles, or to us who are 
of the Nations; and to our being taken into the 
Kingdom of Ged, as we now are, by Faith in 
Chriſt, Therefore, the Goſpel, which is now 
preached to us, including all the th > 
« : IC 
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which we are intitled through Faith, is the ſame, 
in Subſtance, with the Covenant or Grant made 
to Abraham. 

2, From what he had ſaid Gal. iii. 8. as above, 
the Apoſtle infers, Ver. 9. So then they which be 
of Faith, meaning the Gentiles, or thoſe of the 
Nations who believe in Chriſt, are bleſſed with 
faithful Abraham, i. e. are Partakers of the Bleſ- 
ſing wherewith he was bleſſed; as it is below, 
Ver. 14. The Bleſſing of Abraham is come upon us 
believing Gentiles through Jeſus Chriſt, The Bleſ- 
ſing, which is come upon us through Jefus Chriſt 
in the Goſpel, was firſt the Bleſſing of Abrabam. 
But the Bleſſing which is come upon us through 
Chriſt, is the Covenant of Grace; therefore it is 
plain, that the Bleſſing of Abraham, is no other 
than the Covenant, or Grant of Grace, in which 
we now ſtand. 

3. The Covenant with Alrebew was coofirm- 
ed of God in or unto Chriſt. Now what Cove- 
nant was ever confirmed in or unto Chriſt but 
the Goſpel Covenant of Grace? Not the Cove- 
nant of Works, or the Law; nor any Covenant 
of Peculiarity; but the Covenant of Grace alone. 
Therefore, as the Abrahamic Covenant was con- 
firmed in or unto Chriſt, that Covenant muſt be 
the Covenant of Grace, + 

4. The Covenant made with Abraham, and 
confirmed of God in Chriſt, hath never yet been 
diſanulled. This the Apoſtle ſtrongly aſſerts and 
proves Gal. iii. x5, 17. Brethren, I ſpeak after the 
Manner of Men ; though it be but a Man's Covenant, 
yet if it be confirmed, no Man diſanuileth or addeib 

tbereunto. As if he had ſaid; It is a known 
and allowed Rule in human Affairs, that a Co- 


venant, Gift or Grant to a Man and his * | 


C 2 


— 


1 iy 
if it be once regularly made, and duely ratified, 
ſo it muſt ſtand: No body can render it void, or 
add any new Conditions to it. And how then 
can the Covenant, or Free-Gift of God, be diſ- 
anulled or changed? It was confirmed in the 
moſt expreſs and ſolemn Manner; by the Pro- 
miſe and Oath of God, Gen. xxii. 16, 17, 18. 
By myſelf have I ſworn, ſaith the Lord, &c. and 
by a facred Inſtitution, Circumciſion, which 
God appointed as a Token and Seal of it, in all 
Generations, while his peculiar Church and 
Kingdom was confined to the Nation of the Iſ- 
raelites: And therefore it muſt always remain the 
ſame, without Alteration or Addition. But it 
might be objected; God himſelf did alter it 
« by the Law, or Horeb-Covenant, afterwards 
„brought in among the Jews.” The Apoſtle 
anſwers poſitively in the 19th Verſe; that the 
Covenant made with Abrabam, and confirmed of 
God in Chriſt, was not diſanulled by the Law, 
which was not given till four hundred and thirty 
- Years after; but the Promiſe ſtill remained in its 
full Force and Latitude, For although the Law 
was a Miniſtration of Death, condemning every 
Tranſgreſſor for every Tranſgreſſion, without giv- 
ing any Hope of Mercy, or Help for Recovery, 
and ſo was directly oppoſite to the Covenant, 
or Grant of Grace; yet it did not anul or repeal 
the Covenant of Grace made with Abraham: But 
that Covenant continued ſtill in full Force, even 
to the Jews while they were under the Law of 
Moſes ; though that Law did curſe every one that 
did not continue in all things, which God there- 
in required. And he gives a clear and ſufficient 
Reaſon, why the Law did not diſanul the Cove- 
nant of Grace: Namely, becauſe the Law was 

TA not 
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not intended to be the Rule of fnal Juſtification 
to the Jews, by which they were to ſtand or fall 
finally, and for ever; but it was added becauſe of 
Tranſpreſſions, (Ver. 19.) to ſhew them the hei- 
nous Nature and Demerit of Sin; the Curſe, the 
Puniſhment and Death to which they rendered 
themſelves obnoxious by Sin. And ſo the Law, 
(Ver. 24.) by its Severity, ſerved as a School- 
maſter to bring them to Chriſt; that is to ſay, to 
make them ſenſible how much they ſtood in need 
of Grace, or pardoning Mercy; to teach them 
to value it, to ſeek it, and humbly rely upon it. 
In this View, the Law was ſo far from diſanul- 
ling the Covenant of Grace and Mercy made with 
Abrabam, that it was in fact ſubſervient to it, as 
it directed and obliged the ſenſible, penitent Jew, 
to reſt all his Hope and Dependence upon that 
Covenant, | Vs troy EE 

Thus the Apoſtle expreſsly affirms, and ſtrong- 
ly argues, that the Covenant, or Grant of Grace, 
made to Abraham, hath never yet been diſanulled; 
no, not by the-Law, that Miniſtration of Death, 
but ſtill remains in its full Force, and Latitude. 
And wherefore does he thus argue? I anſwer, he 
argues thus, to prove, That the Bleſſing of Abra- 
ham is come on us Gentiles, pure and neat, unal- 
tered and entire, in no Reſpect diſanulled, through 
Jeſus Chrift ; as he (himſelf - declares, Ver. 14. 
Therefore, it is certain, that the Bleſſing of the 
Covenant of Grace, which is now come upon us 
through Chrift, or by the Goſpel, is no other 
than the ancient Bleſſing contained in the Cove» 
nant made with Abrabam. 5 . 

5. The Apoſtle argueth in the fourth — 
to the Romans, That Abrabam was juſtiſed by 
Faith, as we are: And he argueth this to ſhew, 
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chat we have an Intereſt in the Covenant, or 
Bleſſings of the Goſpel in the ſame Way that 

Abraham had. And upon this Ground, and for 
this Reaſon, he calls him the Father of us all, Ver. 
11, 16; and declareth, that we are his Children, 
Gal. iii. 7. the Seed of Abraham, and Heirs accord- 
ing to the Promiſe, made to him. Gal. iii. 29. But 
how ſhould we be his Children and Seed, after 
and. from him inheriting the Promiſe, if the Pro- 
miſe: to us, is not the ſame as the Promiſe to 
him? If, for Inſtance, the Land of Canaan only 
was promiſed to him and his Seed; and, not that, 
but the Kingdom of Heaven, or eternal Felicity 
in the future World is promiſed to us, how can 
we be the' Seed and Heirs of Abraham ? How can 
we inherit from him, when his Inheritance and 
ours would be as widely different as Heaven and 
Earth ? Certainly, if we are the inheriting Seed 
of Abrabam, the Promiſe, Grant or Covenant, 
which we inherit, muſt be the very ſame with the 
Promiſe, Grant or Covenant made to him. And 
ſo the Apoſtle is moſt evidently to be underſtood 
when he ſaith, Gal. iii. 29. Tf ye be of Chriſt, be- 
long to his Church, or profeſs Faith in him, hen 
ars ye Abraham's Seed, and Heirs according to the 
Promiſe : The Promiſe ; what Promiſe? Anſwer; 
moſt” certainly, the ſame Promiſe that is menti- 
oned before, Ver. 18. F the Inheritance be of thc 
Law, it is 10 more of Promiſe; but God gave it 
[the Inheritance] % Abrabam [and his Heirs] by 
Promiſe; even by that Promiſe which (Ver. 17.) 
the Law could not diſanul. It is therefore very cer- 
tain, that the Promiſe, of which we are now 
Heirs under the Goſpel, is the ſame Promiſe 


which God made to Abraham, and to his Seed af- 
ter him, Cen. xvii. 7. 


6. Again; 
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6. Again; the Apoftle maintains, that e 
Promiſe to Abraham, and to his Seed was not through 
the Law, (Rom. iv. 1 3.) but by Faith. And why 
by Faith? He giveth the Reaſon Ver. 16. There - 
fore it is of Faith, that it might be by Grace : To the 
End that the Promiſe might be ſure to all the Seed, 
not only to that Seed which is of the Law, namely, 
the Jews; but to that alſo which is of the Faith of 
Abraham, namely, the believing Gentiles, or ſuch 
of the Nations as we Chriſtians are, The Pro- 
miſe therefore, or Covenant made to Abrabam, 
is as ſure to us now who believe in Chriſt, as ever 
It was to the Jews, his natural Deſcendents. For 
upon the Principle of Faith, it is ſure to all the 
Seed, believing Gentiles, as well as believing Jews. 
But what is it, that, upon our Faith, is ſure to 
us now, under the Goſpel ? Anſwer; the Bleſ- 
ſings of the Covenant of Grace: Conſequently; 
the Covenant of Grace, in which we are now in- 
tereſted, and the Promiſe to Abrabam, muſt be 
one and the ſame. For there is but one Cove- 
nant or Promiſe ſure to us upon our Faith in Je- 
ſus Chriſt. Again; VE ay | 
7. The Apoſtle argues, That Abraham, in 
the Deſign and Intention of God, when the Co- 
venant was made with him, ſtood before God, 
not in a ſingle, perſonal Capacity, but as the Fa- 
ther, or Head, of us all; that is to ſay, of be- 
lieving Gentiles as well as of the Fews. And he 
uotes the Words of God himſelf in Proof of 
this. Rom. iv. 16, 17. — who is the Father of us 
all, (as it is written, I have made thee a Father of 
many Nations) before bim, or in his Account whom 
Be believed, even God, &c. Which Words, J 
have made thee a Father of many Nations, as they 
ſtand in Gen. xvii. 4. evidently have Relation to 
C4 the 
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the Capacity ia which Abraham ſtood before God, 
when he made the Covenant with him, As for 
me, faith he, my Covenant is with thee, and thou 
Halt be, with Reſpe& to this my Covenant, a Fa- 
ther of many Nations, Ver. 5. Neither ſpall thy 
Name any more be called Abram ;, but thy Name ſhall 
be Abraham : For a Father of many Nations have I 
made thee, meaning all the Nations, which ſhould 
embrace the Faith of the Goſpel. Hence it fol- 
Jows, according to St. Paul's Senſe and Mean- 
ing, that as Abrabam ſtood before God, when 
the Covenant was made with him, as our Father 
and Head; fo we, in effect, ſtood before God in 
him: And the Promiſe, which was made to him, 
was, in effect, made to us alſo, Which Promiſe, 
then made to us in our Father Abraham, we now 
inherit through Jeſus Chriſt, and a profeſſed Faith 
in him. 1 
FR 8. Let us turn our Thoughts to Heb. vi. 13. 
Sc. For when God made Promiſe to Abraham, be- 
cauſe be could ſwear by no greater, he ſware by him- 
ſelf, Ver. 14. Saying, ſurely bleſſing I will bleſs 
thee, and multiplying I will multiply thee, &c. 
Wherein God willing more abundantly to ſhew unto 
the Heirs of Promiſe the Immutability of his Counſel, 
confirmed it by an Oath: that by two immutable 
Things, [a Promiſe and an Oath] in which it was 
impoſſible for God 10 lie, wwe might bave a ſtrong Con- 
ſolation, who bave fled for Refuge to lay bold upon 
the Hope ſet before us. Here the Apoſtle conſiders 
the Promiſe as made, and ſolemnly confirmed to 
Abraham, (Gen. xxii. 16, 17, 18.) with a View 
to ſhew unto the Heirs of the Promiſe the Certain- 
ty and Stability of God's gracious Purpoſe con- 
cerning our everlaſting Salvation; that we, that 
all Chriſtians, might have ſtrong Conſolation in 
33 2 
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laying hold upon the Hope of eternal Life, which 
is ſet before us. Now I would fain know, what 
Right we have, or what Right any Chriſtians in 
the Apoſtle's Days had, to draw Conſolation, 
with regard to the Hope ſet before us, from the 
Promiſe made to Abraham, if that Promiſe was 
not the ſame in Subſtance, with the Goſpel Co- 
venant, which ſets before us the Hope of eternal 
Life ? Surely, if we have a Right to derive ſtrong, 
Conſolation from the Promiſe to Abraham, in 
Reference to the Hope of eternal Life, and as it 
is confirmed by a ſolemn Oath, then it muſt be 9 
true, that Chriſtians are intereſted in that Pro» - 9 8 
miſe, and in the Security annexed to it: And that L 
it doth contain the whole of the Goſpel Cove- 
nant; even the bleſſed and glorious . Hope of 
eternal Life; and conſequently, all ſpiritual Bleſ- 
ſings neceſſary to prepare us for it. 1 

| note; That the Apoſtle conſiders the 
Coyenant, at ſeveral Times declared to Abrabam, _ 
in the 12th, 17th, and 22d Chapters of Genefis, as 
being one and the ſame Covenant, For he ar- 
gues from the ſeveral Declarations of the. Cove- 
nant in thoſe Chapters, in the ſame Manner, 
and for the ſame Purpoſes. And the repeted De- 
clarations of the ſame Promiſe, I ſuppoſe, is the 
Reaſon why the Apoſtle ſpeaks .in the Plural, - 
when he means only the Abrabamic Covenant ; 
Epheſ. ii. 12. Covenants of Promiſe,] for the be- 
ieving Gentiles had no Concern in any other Co- 
venant but that. | 

9. Laſtly, let me open another View in which 
the Apoſtle repreſents this important Affair, 
Rom. xi. 17. And if ſome of the Branches be broken 
off, and thou being a wild Olive Tree wert grafted in 
amongſt them, and with them partakeſt of the Root 


and 


3 

and Faineſs of the Olive Tree. The good Olive Tree, 
las it is called Ver. 24.) is the Church, or pecu- 
_ lar Kingdom of God; the Branches broken off, 
are the unbelieving, rejected Jews; the wild 
Olive grafted into the good Olive among the 
Branches that were not broken off, are ourſelves, 
the idolatrous Gentiles, or Nations, who are ad- 
mitted into the Kingdom of God, out of which 
the unbelieving Jews were ejected. And where- 
as it is ſaid, that in this happy Situation we par- 
take of the Root and Fatneſs of the good Olive, 
the plain Meaning is, that we are intereſted in all 
the Bleſſings and Privileges of the Abrahamic 
Covenant, For the Root of the good Olive is 
 Abrabam, upon whoſe Faith and Obedience, the 
peculiar Church and Kingdom of God was plant- 
ed; and the Fatneſs, or Oil of the Olive Tree is 
the Covenant of Grace, made with him and his 
Seed; which like a generous Sap riſes into, and 
enlivens all the Branches, even thoſe of the wild 
Olive now ingrafted upon the good old Stock. 
Thus it is ſufficiently evident, beyond all 
Doubt, that the Goſpel Covenant, which we are 
now under, is the ſame with the Abrabamic Co- 
venant. For the Goſpel was 8 to Abra- 
bam when the Covenant, or Promiſe was made 
to him. That Covenant was confirmed of God 
in Chriſt ; and was never yet diſanulled. Through 
Chriſt, the Bleſſing of Abraham is come on us 
Gentilesz by Faith in Chriſt we are the Seed, 
the Children of Abraham inheriting the Promiſe 
made to him ; that Promiſe is as ſure to us as to 
his natural Deſcendents, the Jews; When the 
Covenant was made with Abraham, he ſtood be- 
fore God, not in a private Capacity, but as the 


Father of many Nations, as the Father of us —5 
7 | e 
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We have all a Right to draw Confolation and 
Encouragement from the Promiſe to"Abrabam, 
and from the folemn Oath of God, by which it 
was confirmed. Laſtly, the Promiſe to Abra- 
ham is the Oil or Fatneſs of which we are Par- 
takers, as we are ingrafted into the good Olive 
Tree, the Church of God. All this gives me 
full Satisfaction, That the Abrabamic Covenant, 


« ſtill ſubſiſts in its full Force; and that it is the 


« ſame with the Goſpel Covenant, which we are 
now under.” Hence we may truly conclude. 

1. That Circumciſion was a Seal of the Co- 
venant of Grace, as it was a Seal of the Abra- 
hamic Covenant. Some aſſert, That it was a 
« Sign only of the Covenant of 'Peculiarity, apd 
« related only to the Jes inheriting the pro- 
e miſed Land, the Land of Canaan.” But the 
Apoſtle Paul underftood it otherwiſe ; Rom. iv. 


Grant of Bleſſings, he had = yet untircumciſed, 


Righteouſneſs, Juſtification, or a Grant of Bleſ- 
ſings, before he was circumciſed ; and it is evi- 
dent, that this Righteouſneſs was no other than 
the Promiſe or Covenant which God made with 
him; for it was or Farrn; a certain Mark of 
the Goſpel Covenant, which the Apoſtle always 
argues and ſtrenuouſly maintains, both in Abra- 
ham's Caſe and our own, is not of Works, but of 
Faith, Again; with reſpect to this Righteouſ- 

v, 
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neſs, Abraham was the Father of all them that be- 
reve, though they be not circumciſed, that is to 
ſay, the Father of us believing Gentiles. And to 
us this Righteouſneſs is imputed as well as unto 
him, For the Apoſtle tells us below, Ver. 23, 
24. that it was not written for bis Sake alone, that 
it was imputed to bim; but for us alſo, to whom it 
Hall be imputed, if we believe on him that raiſed up 
Jeſus from the Dead. Now, the Righteouſneſs, 
or Grant of Bleſſings, } with reſpect to which 
Abraham is our Father, and which is imputed to 
us, as well as to him, is doubtleſs no other than 
the Covenant of Grace, as we have proved. But 
Circumciſion was the Seal or Confirmation of 
this Righteouſneſs, or Grant of Bleſſings. And 
therefore it is certain, that Circumciſion was a 
Seal, not of the Covenant of Peculiarity only, 
or of the Grant of the Land of Canaan; but 
alſo, and at the ſame Lime, of the Covenant of 
Grace, even of that Covenant in which we now 
ſtand. St. Paul indeed tells the Galatiens, Chap. 
v. 2, 4. that if they were circumciſed, Chriſt would 
profit them nat bing; and that they were fallen 
from Grace. But this is not to be underſtood. ab- 
ſolutely z as if being circumciſed. was, in itſelf, | 
inconſiſtent with Goſpel Grace, and an Intereſt 
in it: For then, Chriſi, or Goſpel Grace, could 
not have profited any, of the circumciſed 7erws, 
who believed in Chriſt ; no, nor the Apoſtle him- 
ſelf, who was circumciſed... This Paſſage there- 
fore muſt be underſtoog/according to the Senſe 
and Principles of the Zudajizers, who inſiſted, - 
that the Geatile Converts ſhould be circumciſed 
after the Manner of Moſes... Thoſe Converts had 
been baptized. after the Manner or Rule, D 
by which Arabum was circumciſed: But _ 
wou 
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would not do; they muſt alſo be circumciſed af 
ter the Manner of Moſes ; that is to ſay, fo as to 
bring themſelves under the Law of Moſes, both 
ceremonial and damnatory. Upon which Prin- 
ciple, they muſt -fall from Grace, and, Chriſt 
would profit them nothing. It would have been, 
as if a condemned Felon ſhould chooſe to put 
himſelf under the Law, which condemns him; 
rather than accept the Grace of the King, who 
is willing to pardon him. Oe Fake 

2. As the foregoing Conſiderations do demon- 
ſtrate, that the Goſpel Covenant, or Grant, is 
comprehended in thole very extenſive Promiſes to 
Abraham, In Tay SEED SHALL ALL THE NATIONS 
or THE EARTH BE BLESSED ; and, I wilL BE A 
Gop UNTO THEE, it follows; that thoſe Promi- 


ſes, (however imperfectly underſtood | by the 


Jews, under their leſſer Degree of Light,) do 
include all the Bleſſings, that are freely beſtowed 
upon us in the Goſpel, as they are dilplayed at 


large by our Lord and his Apoſtles: . 
50d, as 


« An Intereſt in all the Perfe&ions of 


e our God, Father and Friend; in the Cate and 


Protection of his Providence, and iti” all the 


. «« Proviſion made by his Wiſdom and Gbotlnefs 


« for our eternal Salvation; namely, our, Elec- 


* 


tion, our High- calling to the Kingdolh Ut 


« Glory of God, our Adoption, the 5 


on 
of Acceſs to the Throne of Grace, the Remiſ- 


« Exaltation and Interceſſion of Chriſt; Free 


« ſion of Sin, Aſſurance of Acceptance; the In- 


e ſtructions of God's Word, the Benefit. and 


Comfort of his Ordinances, the Aſſiſtances of 
„his holy Spirit; the Reſurtection from the 
© Dead, and the Inheritance of eternal Life; and 
any other Benefits and Advantages we enjoy 

through 
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* through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt.” Bleſſings 
infinitely great, far above all the Glories, Trea- 
ſures, Honours and Delights of this World : 
And, when we have gained a juſt Senſe of them, 


and have faithfully improved them, will be the 


Admiration and Joy of our preſent Life, and 
our unſpeakable-Felicity in that which is to come. 
Bleſſings, which God alone can beſtow ; and he 
alone can inform us whether or no he will beſtow 
them. The whole of our Exiſtence is in his 
Hands, and, as he thinks fit, he may ſink or 
raiſe, - increaſe or diminiſh, prolong or cut it 
ſhort. Therefore, though we may farm Conjec- 
tures, yet God alone can certainly inform us, 
what his Deſigns and Intentions are concerning 
-our Being. And as we have all ſinned, and come 
Mort of the Glory of God, this muſt neceſſarily 
render our Expectations of Happineſs much 
more uncertain and precarious, even ſuppoling 
we are ſenſible of our Guilt, and ſorry for it. 
For how can we be ſure, that the Sovereign will 
pardon Sin? How ſhall we know in what Way, 
upon what Terms, or in what Degree, i. e. how 
far he will pardon it? Will he extend our Life no 
further than the narrow Limits of this preſent 
Time? Or ſhall we receive it again from his 
Hands in ſome future State? In what State? In 
what Circumſtances? For what Length of Du- 
ration? For ever, or only for a limited Period ? 
Theſe are Enquiries in which, above all others, 


we ſhould be deſirous to be ſatisfied. But here 


all the Wiſdom in the World cannot help us out. 
No Reaſon, no Thought, no Sagacity of Man, 
— penetrate into the Counſel of God's 
Will, with reſpect to our forfeited Being. He 
alone muſt inform and ſatisfy us in the foremen- 


tioned 


I 
tioned Points. For they are all lodged entirely 
in his own Breaſt, — And hath the Sovereign 
Lord of all informed us? — Yes ;' bleſſed be his 
holy Name, he hath.— Where has he informed us? 
ln the Covenant of Grace; which is the ſame 
as a Deed of Gift, or a Grant of Favours and 
Bleſſings from God, There he hath declared 
and aſſured, greatly to our Comfort and Joy, 
what Mercy he will ſhew; what - Advantages, 
Honours and Enjoyments, his Munificence will 
beſtow ; and what his Will and- Pleaſure is in 
relation to our Being and Felicity; where, and 
how, and how long it is his Pleaſure we ſhould 
live. Therefore, this Covenant of Grace, or 
Deed of Gift, is of infinite Importance to every 
Soul of us; of as much Importance as our very 
Life and Being, under the Advantage of being 
raiſed to a very high Degree of Perfection; for 
it is giving us our Being over again, with 
great, and indeed unconceivable additional Blet- 
ſings, by an expreſs and ſolemn Grant, It is the 
Magna Charta of our Exiſtence and merten 
the World of Glory to all Eternity. It ig the 
great Subject of Revelation; the Goſpel, | 
good News from Heaven, which Jeſus 
our Lord came into the World to publiſh 
New Teſtament, or that moſt excellent 
Gift, which he confirmed and ſealed wick his 
own Blood ; and of which he is the Mediator, 
Agent or Negotiator : This Covenant is the 
Tidings of Salvation, which the Apoſtles preach- 
ed to the Nations; it is the 2 on 
high, which has viſited us Gentiles, who ſat in 
Darkneſs and the Shadow of Death, Strangers to 
the Covenants of Promiſe, having no Hope, and with- 
out God in the World, This is the Love of God, 


the 
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the unſearchable Riches of Chriſt, To keep 2 
Senſe of this alive upon our Hearts is the Deſign 
of all 1 50 Inſtitutions ; and not without Rea- 
ſon ; for this is 1 Baſis and Ground of all 
our Life and Hope, of all our Purity and Peace, 
Comfort and Joy ; without which, both this, and 
the other World are Error and Copnfulion, Dark- 
ls and DRL, > ng es eo 
VI. And all this Bleſſedneſs dür God and Fa- 
ther of his mere Grace hath beſtowed upon us 
as freely arid generouſly as he hath given us our 
Breath and Being, the Light of the Sun, and the 
common Accommodations of this preſent Life. 
It is an entailed Inheritance, which, by a ſolemn 
Grant, - he has annexed to our Being, and to 
which we have a Right as Heirs: to an entailed 
Eſtate : A Right which, in itſelf, comes to us 
clear, full and certain” by the' Free Gift of God ; 
and therefore is the Object of the ſtrongeſt Faith 
and Aſſurance. It is our Birthright (Heb. xii. 
16, 17.) to which we and our Children were 
born; and to which we have a Right as ſoon as 
born. For the Goſpel-covenant made with A. 
brabam, was not only made with him, but alſo 
with his Seed for ever. It was a Grant to him 
and his Heirs, inſomuch that every one of his 
Heirs had a virtual Right at the time when the 
Grant was made, and an aua Right to the 
Bleſſings of it ſo ſoon as they came into Being. 
And therefore his Heirs are to be conſidered as 
Parties in the Covenant as well as himſelf, Bur 
this Point will be better underſtood if we premiſe 
a few Reflections upon the Capacity of Infants, 
and the Nature of Covenant-bleſſmgs conveyed to 
them. | 
1, As 
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t. As to the Capacity of Infants, the common 
Senſe and Practice of all Mankind agree and al- 
low, that Infants are as capable of ſome Rights 
as adult Perſons, themſelves. That Privileges 
aftd Immunities may be granted to Heirs and 
Deſcendeats for ever is univerfally known and 
confeſſed. The great Charter of England, made 
and confirmed about five hundred Years, ago, at 
that Diſtance of Tiche gave and conveyed to us 
the national Privileges and Liberties we now en: 
joy, and to which, we every one had a Right g 
very Moment we breathed in En liſh Air. Is 
the ſame Manner, Bleſſings and Privileges of a 


ſpiritual Nature might be conveyed, by te On | 


venant with Abraham. For it was not a Conipa 

or Agreement between Parties preſent, mutually. 
conſenting and reſtipulating upon certain Terms 
and itions : but it was a Deed of Gift, fram 


the ſole Favour and Bounty of God; Which, 
therefore, would have been valid to all the Par- 
ties, had they all been, at that time, ignorant of 
it. So the Covenant, or Grant to Noab, already - 
mentioned, is valid, not only to all Mankind, but 


alſo to every living Greature of all Fleſh, Fowls, 
Cattel, and Beaſts of the Earth * ;, which neither 


are, nor can be acquainted with it. It is here, 


as in the Caſe of a Teſlament, or Will; + where 
the Right of Legatees is good and valid, though 
the Legacies were bequeathed without their 
Knowledge or Privity. Conſequently, Infants may 
have a Right and Intereſt in Covenant-Bleſſings; 
and alſo, may have that Right and Intereſt re- 
cognized and confirmed, even while they are In- 
fants, as God ſhall pleaſe to appoint. 


Gen. ix. 9, 10. + Heb. ix. 15, 16, 17. 
3 2. But 


* 
Lo 


„a 
2. But it may be ſaid; © Doth not a Grant 
«© of Bleſfings from God neceflarily infer Obliga- 
tions to Duty on our Part? And can any Per- 


A ſon have a Part in thoſe Bleſſings, who doth 


te not acknowledge and conſent to thoſe Obliga- 
« tions? But Infants cannot ſignify their Aſſent 
to, or Compliance with Obligations of any 
« Kind: How then can Infants have a Share in 
« Covenant-Bleſſings?“ I anſwer; that it is 
very true, that a Grant of Bleſſings from God 
400 neceſſarily infer Obligations to Duty on our 
Fart. But then, thoſe Obligations are not prior, 
Hur confequential to a free Grant of Bleſſings. The 
Mebings are granted freely without requiring, 
before they were granted, any Aſſent, on our 

_ Part, to Obligations. So God hath freely be- 
Rowed upon us all the great Bleſſing of a ra- 
ena! Nature, without any previous Knowledge 
"of outs,” and therefore, without expecting any 
"*AMnt of ours to Obligations prior to the Dona- 


hes Aion of even ſo noble a Gift. But when this Gift 


is once beſtowed, and we have received it, in 
Conſequence of ſuch a high Favour and Blefling, 
we are, by the Nature of the Gift, brought un- 
der the ſtrongeſt Obligations to improve it, as 
ſoon as we are capable, to the Honour of our 
Creator, by living agreeably to the Laws and 
Dignity of a rational Nature. In the very ſame 
Manner, as an Infant receiveth from God a ra- 
tional Nature ; ſo he may receive from God, b 

his Free- Gift, any additional, extraordinary Biel. 
fings relating to the Cultivation, Advancement 
and Happineſs of that ſame Nature, without any 
Acknowledgment of, or Conſent to Obligations, 
previouſiy to the Donation of thofe Bleſſings. 
But having been actually inveſted in ſuch extra- 


ordinary 


$E | 
ordinary and additional Bleſſings, he muſt, when 
capable of Reflection, be 2 obliged 


to be thankful for them, and to live agreeably to | 
them. Otherwiſe, he cannot have a final, an-d 
everlaſting Intereſt in them. For this Reaſan,” 


the forementioned Bleſſings of the Goſpel, or of 
the Covenant of Grace, as they are freely pro- 
miſed, granted and given, and ſo far as Infants 
may be ſuppoſed to have an Intereſt in them, 
muſt be conſidered, as they ate plainly enough 
conſidered in the holy Scriptures, * as antecedents 


original Bleſſings 3 or as preſent Encouragements 
Which are to be underſtood ; carefully arrended 


and Privileges, as Principles, Means and 


to, and faithfully improved by us to the Saen 
of our Hearts, and the right ordering , 
Lives and Converfations. Otherwiſe we e the 


Benefit of them, and fhall fail of eterna 


tion. God's Love and Goodnefs always begins 
with us; Þ as it naturally and neceflarh greg 


As we are Men, we can have no natural Powers, 
or Advantages of any Kind, but what e ig 
teafed firſt, and of his mere Liberality ro bes 


ow. As we are Smmers, we can have no Hope, 
no Salvation, but what he is pleaſed firſt, and of 
his pure Mercy to provide, grant and affure. 
At as an Infant, by the original Gift of God, 
hath a Right to the Faculties and common Pri- 
vileges of a Man; which, if he lives, he is 
bound to improve to the Glory of God, and his 
own Felicity: ſo an Infant, by the original Gift 
of God, may have juſt the ſame Right to the 
Bleſſings of the Goſpel, conſidered as preſent En- 


D 2 couragements 


* 1 John iv, 10, 19, | * 
See my Key to the Apoſlolie Writings, Chap. VI, VII. 
"and F 168, 169, &0, | 


m and thee, Se 
rolions, for an everlaſting Covenant; to. be a God 
uno tbee, and io thy Seed after thee. It is alſo 
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couragements and Privileges, as Principles, Means 
and Motives; which if he lives, he is bound to 
improve to the Honour of God, and his o¹ n 
everlaſting Welfare. Devi MAES. FAGH, 
And that, in fact, Arabam's natural Seed; 


or that Infants deſcending from him, in the Line 
of Election“, had 2, Right and Claim to the 


Bleſſings of the Covenant, included in that 


immenſe Promiſe, I will be 4 God unto. thee, 
&c. as well as Abraham. bimfelf, is undeniably. 
evident from the expreſs Words, of the Covenant 
Gen. xvii. 7. 1 will eftabliſh my Covenant between 

x, thy Seed after thee in their Gene- 


evident from Circumciſion, the Token, Seal or 
Confirmation of the Covenant, as it was applied 
to every Male Infant in every Family, in every 
Generation; whereby the Intereſt of every ſuch 
Infant in the Covenant of Grace was denoted, 
declared and aſſured, - Circumcilion, which was 
a Seal or Confirmation to Abrabam of the Goſpel 
Covenant, 7 of the Righteouſneſs, Juſtification, 
or Grant of Bleſſings, which be had conferred 
upon him, through Fach, before he was circum- 


cCiſed; (Rom. iv. 11.) was allo. a Seal, or Con- 
firmation of the ſame Goſpel Covenant, or Grant 


of Bleſſings, to all his Poſterity, as ſoon as they 
came into Life, for about two thouſand Years, 
till the Meſiab came. And when the Meaſſiab 
was come, be publiſhed, and with his W 5 

5 < . | ti ed, | 


. 


» 


Note: The peculiar Privileges of the Abrahamic Cove- 
nant did not immediately deſcend to every Branch of 4bra- 
ham's natural Seed, but only to that Branch, for which, God, 
in his Purpoſe of Election, deſigned them; As the Apoſtle 
well argues in Roz, ix. 7, &. | 
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tified, no other but the Abrabamic Covenant, of 
which Circumciſion had ſo long been the Seal, as 
we have already proved. Every one. therefore 
| who embraced the Goſpel, - which Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles preached, was taken into the Abrabamic 
Covenant: And if fo, certainly their Seed, or 
Children, were alſo taken into the ſame Cove- 
nant with them. For the Abrabamic Covenant, 
into which they were certainly taken, muſt be to 
them and their Seed, as well as to Abrabam and 
his Seed. Otherwiſe, they could not have been 
Heirs according to the Promiſe made to Abrabam, 
as the Apoſtle expreſsly affirms they were, Gal. 
iti. 29, F ye be Cbriſt's, or of Chriſt, i. e. if ye 
be his profeſſed Diſciples, then are ye Abraham's 
Seed, and Heirs according to the Promiſe, made to 
him, and his Seed. Conſequently, according to 
the Rule and Tenor of that Promiſe, it is entail- 
ed upon us Chriſtians ; and our Seed are Heirs 
of the Bleſſing in the ſame Manner as Abraham's 
Seed was. HY; AS . es . 

Beſides, the original Covenant with Abrabam, 
was never yet diſanulled. ' Even the Law, in its 
own Nature, directiy oppoſite” to it, could not 
diſanul it, as we have already ſeen; and how 
then ſhould the Goſpel, the Diſpenſation of 
Grace, diſanul it? It was, when originally made 
with Abraham, confirmed of God in, or unto, 
Chriſt, Therefore Chriſt could not diſanul it 
without contradicting himſelf, and diſanulling his 
own Conſtitution, There was indeed a C 
of Diſpenſation when Chriſt, the Męſiab, came ; 
and the Teſtament, or Covenant, of which he 
was the Miniſter, was the New Teſtament in bis 
Blood; not as if it never before exiſted; but as 
it was more clearly _ fully explained by all 


3 ; the 
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the illuſtrious Diſplays of divine Grace, and 
ſtript of all the Jewiſh Peculiarities annexed to 
the former Edition of it. Circumciſion, in par- 
ticular was abrogated, at leaſt to the Gentile Con- 
verts: But that did not abrogate, nor in the leaſt 
alter or affect the Covenant itſelf. Becauſe Cir- 

cumciſion was no Part of the Covenant; but 
only a Sign, or Token of it: And a new Token 
might be appointed, without the leaſt Change in 
the Covenant itſelf. The Abrahamic Covenant 
nevet was, nor can be diſanulled. But if ow 
Seed were now excluded from the Bleſſings anc 
Promiſes of it, the Covenant would be diſanulled 
to them, as much as it would have been to Abra- 
bam, and his natural Deſcendents, had either he 
or they been afterwards excluded out of it. It 
would have been a cutting off of the Entail, 
eſtabliſhed by the Promiſe and Oath of God; 
and ſo far, a reſcinding of the Covenant itſelf. 
Which is abſurd. 
Further; If the Children of Chriſtians are not 
now taken into Covenant with their Parents, it 
is worſe with them ſince the Coming of Chriſt, 
in Re ſpect to their Seed, than it was before: And 
the Church of God, inſtead of being a Gainer, 
would, in this Reſpect, have been a Loſer by the 
Coming of ' Chriſt; and the Grace of God, and 
the Bleſſings of his Covenant, would have been 
leis aſſured, and leſs extenſive to us under the 
— than it was before to the Jews, And 
thoſe Jews, who then embraced the Goſpel, 
finding the ancient and invaluable Grant ſo al- 
tered, that God indeed was their God, but not 
the God of their Children, could not but fee 
themſelves in a more diſcouraging, and under a 
leis gracious Diſpenſation than before, Their 
12" Chil- 
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Children would not have been admitted into the 
Kingdom and Church of God upon Eatth, nor 
conſidered as ſharing with them in the Honours 
and Privileges thereof, but as being Aliens and 
Strangers to the Covenant of Grace, and in the 
ſame dark and uncomfortable State with the 
Heat hen, the Uncircumeiſed and Unclean. This 
muſt have been a very obvious and ſtrong Ob- 
jection againſt the Goſpel Diſpenſation; which 
the unbelieving Jes could not but have ob- 
ſerved, and which they would not hare failed to 
have improved againſt it. But there is not the 

leaſt Hint or Intimation of this in any Part of 
the Apoſtolic Hiſtory or Writings. - We may 
therefore aſſure ourſelves, that the wnbelieving 
Jews, the bittereſt Enemies to the Goſpel, and 
who kept a watchful Eye upon the Apoſtles, 
and their Doctrine, and Practice, could no 
Handle againſt it in this Reſpect; and that the 
believing Jew found both himſelf and his Seed 
included in the Covenant as before, and poſſeſſed 
of even greater ſpiritual Advantages and Encou- 
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| here it may be urged and inſiſted, That 
ve produce expreſs Scripture Evidence for the 
«' Covenant-Right of Infants now under the 
„ Goſpel, where it is ever ſaid in all the New 
« Teſtament, that the Infants of | Believers are 
% born with a Right to-Covenant-Bleſlings? And 
„ ſhall we be wiſe above what is written ?“ I 
anſwer; if the New Teſtament were wholly ſilent 
upon this Head, this, inſtead of being an Argu- 
ment againſt, would be a good Argument. for 
the -Covenant-Right- of our Infantsz and the 
roper Demand is not, Where are they ſaid in tbe 
New Teflament to ùr admitieu But, Where are they 
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in the New Teſtament ſaid to be excluded? For if 
they are in the New Teſtament no where excluded, 
ĩt is certain they are admitted; ſince it is evident 
from the Scriprutes of the Old Teſtament, that 
they were comprehended in the original Grant to 
Avraham, which is the ſame as the Goſpel Grant 
or Covenant, declared by our Lord and his A- 
poſtles in the New Teſtament, and continued ſo. 
tor about two thouſand Vears. Therefore the 
proper Queſtion is, When were they. caſt. out of the 
Goſpel Covenant ? And ſuppoſing the New. Teſta» | 
ment to be entirely ſilent, the true Anſwer, for 
that very Reaſon, is, Never. They were ne- 
ver caſt out, nor ever can be; as that original - 
Grant never was, nor ever can be diſanulled. We 
want no expreſs Command in the New Teſtament 
to admit Infants into the Covenant of Grace : For 

their Admittance was expreſsly ſettled and con- 
firmed of God in, or unto, . Chriſt, long before 
_ Chriſti came into the World. And if it had been 
his Mind and Meaning, when he came into the 
World, that Infants, who hy io long in every 
Family of the Jewiſh Nation been ſolemnly re- 
garded as Members of God's Church, and Par- 
ties in his Covenant of Grace; ſhould then be 
deprived of that Privilege, and be unchurched 
and uncovenanted for the future, to the End of 
the World, he ſhould, and certainly would have 
told us ſo, in Terms the moſt clear and expreſs, 
But as he has not done this, nor indeed could do 
it, their Right {till remains good and firm. And 
the very Silence of the New Teſtament, were it 
altogether ſilent, is a Proof of this. For had 
our Lord revoked the Covenant Intereſt of In- 
fants, is it poflible the Scripture ſhould never 
mention it? No Apoſtle queſtion, or diſcover. 
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it? None of the Jews, who had been ſo long in 
Poſſeſſion of it, and among whom every Man, 
by the Appointment of God, carried a Token of 
it in his own Body, ever object or remonſtrate 
againſt the 1 on this Account? They were 
heinouſly offended merely at laying down the uſe 
of the old Seal of the Covenant, Circumciſiqa, 
in the Cafe of only the Gentile Converts: And 
would they not have been much more diſguited, - 
and have opened mote loudly againſt the total 
uncovenanting of their -own Children, Which 
muſt be vaſtly more diſagreeable, than only lay- 
ing aſide the old Seal; and that only to the Gen- 
tiles? Had Children been cut off from their an- 
cient Right, ſurely it would have been one of the 
greateſt Queſtions in the Apoſtle's Days, and 
would have been as clearly decided as the Queſ- 
tion about Circumciſion, Aut, XV. And yet 
we never find the leaſt Word, or Syllable of an 
Objection upon this Head. The believing Jews 

never once ſcruple it; the unbelieving never 
charge it upon the Goſpel; the famous Council, 
Ads XV. take no Manner of Notice of it, And 
what can the Meaning of this profound Si- 
lence be? The Meaning is evident; becauſe the 
Thing, eſpecially where both Parents were Chri- 
ſtians, was never denied, doubted or queſtioned; 
but was allowed, granted and acknowledged on 
all Hands. In ſhort; the Right of Infants to 
the Bleſſings of the Covenant of Grace, is ſolidly 
proved from the Scriptures of the Old Teſtament: 
And the true Queſtioq is, when were they ſtruck 
out of the Covenant? When was their Right 
and Privilege revoked? When was the great 
Charter of Heaven (delivered and ſealed to Abrg- 
bam) altered, or reſcinded in this Reſpe&? And 
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the true Anſwer is, NEVER; nor ever will, nor 
ever can be. 4 51281 

But the Demand of plain Scripture Evidence, 
in this particular Caſe, reaches further, and lies 
much deeper, than one would, at firſt, imagine. 
It fuppoſes, that we can have no Evidence in 
this Point, but from the New Teſtament. The 
New Teſtament is detached and ſeparated from 
the Old, as a Conſtitution entirely new, and 
quite diſtinct and different from it. That we 
can prove little or nothing about the Covenant 
of Grace from the Old Teſtament ; which is 
conſidered as ſuperſeded and abrogated by the 
New, and of no Force, nor Weight, in explain- 
ing the Goſpel, or the Goſpel Conſtitution of 
the Kingdom of God. And therefore, every 
thing relating to the Abrabamic Covenant, is di- 
miniſhed, and accounted of no Force or Sente 
equal to the Nature of the Subject. But this is a 
great Miſtake ; and doubtleſs the Ground of all 
the Uncertainty in ſome, as well as of all the 
Error in others, about the preſent Intereſt of In- 
fants in the Covenant of Grace. The Old Teſ- 
tament is either overlooked, or conſidered as of 
no Weight in ſettling of Goſpel Principles.“ 
Whereas, on the other Hand, the Old Teſta- 
ment is eſſentially neceſſary to the Explication of 
Goſpel Principles, which we can never fully un- 
derſtand, unleſs we underſtand the natural and 
indifſoluble-ConneCtion between the two Diſpen- 
ſations, which were both formed by the Wiſdom 
of God, to carry on the ſame great Deſign, from 
the Beginning of the World. For Chriſt verily 
as fore-ordained before the Foundation of the World, 
though he was not manifeftes till in the laſt times. 
The Teſtament therefore is not a Diſpenſa- 
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tion entirely new, quite ſeparate from, and inde- 
pendent of the preceding, Diſpenſation; but it is 
the Continuation, and further Illuſtration of it. 
Nor doth it reveal another and different Cove- 
nant; but the ancient Covenant, made in Cbriſt 
with Abraham, more clearly explained, and ſtill 
more ſtrongly enforced. To ſee clearly the Har- 
mony and Correſpondence between the two Diſ- 
penſations, the Apoſtles by the Spirit, poured 
out upon them, received the Word of Knows 
ledge *. And by the Inſpiration and teaching of 
this Spirit, they always —_— prove, and eſta- 
bliſh every Goſpel. Principle. Eſpecially, in re- 
lation to the Rights and Privileges of us Gentile 
Chriſtians, they always do argue, as we have al- 
ready ſeen, from the Old Teſtament, and the 
Mrabamic Covenant; for they had indeed no 
other Scriptures to argue from. And doubtleſs, 
had this Point ever been queſtioned in theit 
Times, they would have argued from the Old 
Teſtament juſt as we do: For we argue preciſely 
upon their Principles. The Old Teſtament was 
the only Scriptures which our Lord expounded 
to his Diſciples, when he ſhewed them the Things 

relating to himſelf, Luke xxiv. 27. Aud beginning 
at Moſes, and all the Prophets, be expounded to 
them in all the Scriptures, the things concerning lim. 
ſelf. Theſe are the Scriptures which he-exhortech 
the Jeus to ſearch, and declares that they are they 
that teſtify of him +. Therefore, Evidence; drawn 
from the Scriptures of the Old Teftament,'is' both 
neceſſary. and ſufficient to eſtabliſh our Senti- 

* a ments 
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ments of the Goſpel, even ſuppoſing the New 
Teſtament upon ſome Points were altogether ſi- 
lent. For it was no ways neceſſary to repete and 
particularly inculcate, what was clearly declared 
and eſtabliſned before. However, the New 
Teſtament is not altogether ſilent upon the pre- 
ſent Subject, the Covenant Right of Infants. 
For, beſides the Evidence already produceꝗ, 
our Lord declares of little Children, that of ſuch 
is the Kingdom of Heaven; owning and bleſſing 
them as Members of his Church and Kingdom. 
And the Apoſtle alſo affirms, in a Caſe, where 
the Covenant Right of Infants might be doubt- 
ful, that the Children, even where only one of 
the Parents is a Chriſtian, are holy f. The Caſe 
was this: When either the Huſband or Wife was 
a Heathen, and the other a Chriftian, the Chri- 
ſtian might be unwilling to cohabit with the 
Heathen, through an Apprehenſion, that ſuch 
Cohabitation would be prejudicial to the Cove- 
nant Right, or Chriſtian Privileges of their Off- 
ſpring. Tou need not, faith the Apoſtle, be 
crupulous on this Account: For the unbelieving, 
or Heathen, Huſband is Jantiified, or to be conſi- 
dered as a Chriſtian, with reſpect to his Iſſue, by 
the Wife, and the unbelieving Wife, in like Man- 
ner, is Janiiified by the Huſband : If it were not ſo, 
the Children of ſuch Parents would indeed be un- 
clean; or in the State of Heathens, Strangers to 
God's Covenant; but now are they boly, or born 
Members of the Chriſtian Church; Hol in the 
ſame Senſe in which the Scripture repreſents the - 
01. Jſraelites 
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1/raelitzs and their Children to be hoh, as they 
were God's People, and intereſted in the Cove- 
nant of his Grace. I do not ſee how it is poſſi- 
ble any other Meaning ſhould be given to this 
Expreſſion. . Hence 1 infer, (I.) That Chriſtians 
in the Apoſtolic Times, had a Senſe of the Cove- 
nant  Priy:Jeges of their Children, and were 
thoughtful 1 them. (2.) That where both 
Patents were Chriſtians, the Chriſtian State, or 
Covenant-Right of their Children was not queſ- 
tioned. (3) That, even when either of the 
Parents were Heathen, it was the Apoſtle's Senſe, 
that, notwithſtanding, the Covenant Right of 
the Children was not affected by it, but remained 
good and ſure. From this Paſſage it appears to 
me, that the Apoſtle judged the Children of 
Chriſtians to be in Covenant with God, in the 
ſame Manner as the Children of Jraelites had be- 
fore been, as clearly and fully as if he had wrote 
a whole Volume to aſſert and prove it. 

But it may be further urged, 1 
«© and Repentance are expreſsly required of thoſe 
* that under the New Teſtament are taken into 
the Goſpel Covenant, Now, as Infants can 
e neither believe nor repent, they cannot be ta- 
ken into it, or intereſted in it.” I anſwer. 
This Objection would be valid, if we either af-' 
firmed or ſuppoſed, That Infants were, or might 
be the fr in a Family, to whom the Grant or 
Conveyance is made. But, in this Caſe, In- 
fants cannot be the fr in a Family, that have 
a Covenant-Right. For if we Chriſtians are 
Heirs according to the Promiſe made to Abraham, 
as the Apoſtle aſſures us we are“, then we and 


B dur 
„ Gal, iii. 29, e \ 


662) 
dur Seed muſt inherit the Promiſe, by the ſame 
Rule, and in the ſame Order, as Abraham and 
his Seed. By which Rule and Order, Parents 
"who. believe muſt be firſt in the Covenant, and 
'the Childrens Right muſt reſult from the Right 
of ſuch Parents. Abraham believed God ; and 
God made the Promiſe to him and his Seed after 
him: And ſo, his Infant-Seed, in every riſing 
Generation, were circumciſed in Token of their 
inheriting the Promiſe from him. And, agree- 
ably to this Rule and Order, during the Moſaical 
Diſpenſation, every Proſelyte from among the 
Heathen muſt profeſs Faith in the true God, and 
Subjection to his Government, before he could 
be circumciſed, or taken into the Covenant. 
But when He, the firſt in the Family, was ſo ta- 
ken into the Covenant, his Infant-Seed, in fol- 
lowing Generations, was circumciſed, in Token 
of their Right, derived from cheir Parents and 
from Arabam. So alſo, by the ſame Rule and 
Order, when the Apoſtles preached the Goſpel 
among the Gentiles, or Nations, all the #r/t 
Converts muſt believe, and renounce Idolatry, 
'before they could be taken into the Chriſtian 
Church and Covenant-of God. And when an 
of the Jews were admitted into the Meſſiah's 
Kingdom, they muſt profeſs Faith in him, and 
Subjection to his Government. This was a Qua- 
lification as neceffary, as that a Man ſhould have 
Eyes to enjoy the Benefit of. the Sun. For what 
Advantage could the Goſpel be to thoſe, who 
had no Notion, Intention or Deſire relating to it? 
And, obſerve, it is of thoſe firft Converts alone, 
the firſt in a Family, who embraced the Gof- 
pel, of whom the Scripture ſpeaks, when it 
makes Faith and Repentance neceſſary to __ 

ight 
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Right and Admittanee into the Church and Co- 
venant : ** Nor is there any one ſingle Iaſtance to 
« be found in Scripture of any but ſuch.” = 

then the Right of Inheritance immediate 
ſulted and devolved to their Children from — 
Right of their Parents, according to the known 
Rule and Order of the Promiſe, in which God 
made over himſelf to be their God, and the God 
of their Seed; as he had done to Abrabam and 
bis Seed. Nor indeed is there any one Inſtance 
to be found in Scripture to the contrary. But to 
The Right and Intereſt of-Infants in the Cove- 
nant" being thus eſtabliſhed, we may now advance 
to the Inference which naturally reſules from ic, 
namely, That the baptizing of ſuch Infants is 
«+ a warrantable Practice.” But here it is proper 
to premiſe a few general mne the 

Nature of Baptiſm. as 

1, That Baptiſm is a Token or Sign of the 
Covenant,” or Grant of Bleſſings in Chriſt; and 
nothing but a Token or Sign, When we arc 
. baptized into the Name of 1he' Father, San, and 
 Holy'Ghoft, that Action doth not give us an In- 
tereſt or Right in Covenant-Bleſſings, but _ 
ſignifies and declares the Intereſt and Right we 
already have in abe Love of God, abe Grace of 
Chriſt, and tbe Fellowfhrp of the Hoy Ghoſsz or 
in all —— as Circumoi- 
ſion was a Seal of that ighteouſneſs, or Grant 
of Favours, which —— had before he was 
circumciſed. It is the Promiſe, which giveth the 
Right; and the Seal, or Token, confirms it. 
Therefore, thoſe Expreſſions, Be Japtixeu for, 
or into, the Remiſſion of Sins“; be baptized and 


* Acts ii. 38. & 


664) 


waſh away thy Sins t, cannot be underſtoo as if 
the mere Act of waſhing, or removed 
the Guilt, or procured the Pardon of Sin: But 
only that it ſigniſied, that Sin was waſhed away, 
or pardoned, by the Mercy of God, to ſuch as 
— ay en yet io, that if any Perſon 

ve been þaptized,. it could not 
— — ro their Profeſſion, or Re- 
e, was ſincere ; nor, conſequently, that 
their Sins were n Deaf d. 1 te- 


mark, 

2. That Baptiſm doch not wing the Perſon 
under new Obligations to Duty, but 
only ſigniſies the Obligations which. the Love and 
Goodneſs of God have already brought him un- 
der. In ſhort, Baptiſm doth not make any Al- 
teration in. the religious State of the Perſon bap- 
tized; but only ſignifi-s and declares that State 

of Favour, in which he-is _—_— — the 
— — 164} N | 
3. Baptiſm is now the Aided — 
as Creative had been before ;; is to ſay, 
it is the Ordinance that is adminiſtered to a Per- 
fon at his firſt Entrance into the Church and 
| of God z the - firſt viſible. Pledge and 
Faken of God's Love, aſſuring him of his Inte- 
reſt in all Covenant - and of his Share 
in all Church Honours and Privileges. And this 
it declares and once for all; and there- 
fore is but once adminiſtered, and not to be re- 
— — This 6 


2 
Intereſt in Covenant-Bleſſings, not as they are im- 
| — , mediately 
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 mediately connected with eternal Salvation,” but 8s 


; —— rr on our Part, to de underſtood, 
*confidered and ed, ſo as to excite and in- 
duce us to a'Life of Obedience. Or ; Baptiſm 
ſignifies our having paſſed out of the State of 
Heat heniſm into the Cbriſlian han or into the 
Church and Family of God; and our being 
obliged to live accordingly: © Which if we do, 
we are happy for ever: If not; neither Ba 
eber n be of any 
Avail, 
1 Theſes 


-premiſed; 1 webe we — 
laid a very juſt and ſolid. rational and intelligible 
Foundation of hfunt - Baptiſm. For if the Infants 
of believing Parents, or proſeſſed Chriſtians, 
have a Rigbt to Covenant leſſings, they muſt 
have a Right to the Sign or Token of the Cove- 

nant; whereby their Intereſt in thoſe Bleſſings is 
tolemnly and declared. They who 
have a Right to the Promiſe, have a Right to 
Baptiſm. For ſo the Spirit of Godrexpreſsly de- 
clares, Ad ii; 38, 39. Be baptized every one of 
yon, for the Promiſe is to. yun, aud 10 your Cbil- 
dren. A Place in the Church and Family of 
God is one Covenant-Bleſſing; therefore as the 
| Infants of profeſſed Chriſtians ate horn 0 God, 

in his Church and Family, they enter into his 
Church and Family as ſoon as born: And therc- 

fore the initiating or entering Ordinance is, ut 
leaſt, as properly and uſefully IG: to them 
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now, as it was under the preceding Diſpenſation. 
Nor do we find any thing in the Goſpel, which 
deprives either Children or Parents of the Ho- 
nour and Benefit of it; but all the Principles, 
upon which it ought to ſtand, are there affirmed 
and eſtabliſhed, i . n 

But ſome of our Chriſtian Brethren, and fellow 
Proteſtants, whom we ought to love and eſteem, 
are in a different way of thinking; and judge, 
that Infants are by no Means proper Subjects of 
Baptiſm. We muſt therefore, in Juſtice to our- 
ſelves, as well as to them, conſider what they 
have to offer. And this will oblige me to inlarge 
upon, and further explain what I have already 
advanced. 275 
Now our Brethren, who diſapprove of Infant- 
Baptiſm, allege and argue; That no Book or 
«« Parcel of Scripture teaches this Practice. That 
e have no Precept nor Precedent in Scripture 
« for giving Baptiſm to any but the Adult upon 
s their Profeſſion of Faith and Repentance. That 
« our Lord, in the Commiſſion he gave his A- 
«« poſtles , Go, teach all Nations, baptizing them, 
, *« &c. made none the Subjects of Baptiſm, but 
. «« ſuch as are likewiſe made the Subjects of In- 
* ſtruction: By which Infants, who are incapa- 
« ble of Inſtruction, are neceſſarily exchaded. 
That accordingly the Apoſtles firſt preached 
« Chriſt, and then adminiſtered Baptiſm to them 
« only that believed. They firſt taught, and 
te then baptized thoſe who received their Doc- 
« trine, and no other. Beſides, Infants are not 
ts capable of anſwering the Ends and Intention 
« of Baptiſm, which is, «walking in Newneſs of 
« Life 
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% Cad, which adult Perſons. are only capable of. 
Nor can that be any ways profitable to us which 
&« is done in our Infancy, without any Know- 
s ledge, Choice or Conſent, of our own. Infant- 
«« Baptiſm therefore; fruſtrates the Ends and In- 
* tention of Baptiſm, is vain and inſignificant, In- 
„ fants being wholly uncapable of Underſtanding 
and improving it.“ 1 e 

This, ſo far as I can learn, is the Subſtance of 
what our Brethren allege againſt Infant-Baptiſm, 
and the whole Force of their Arguments; ſaving 
that they bring ſeveral Inſtances of apoſtolic 
Practice to corroborate what they affirm ; name- 
ly, that the Apoſtles did firſt teach, and then 
baptize thoſe who received their Doctrine. | 

And now the firſt Thing I, for my own Part, 
have to ſay to all this, is; that if theſe Argu- 
ments did appear to me to be concluſive, I would 
freely and openly acknowledge it; and, without 


any Delay or Reſerve, would perſuade Chriſtians 


to lay aſide an unſcriptural Practice. But the 
Evidence of Truth obliges me to | profeſs, that 
theſe Allegations are very far from being ſatis- 
factory to me; for the following Reaſons. 


1. As to what is urged from our Lord's com- 


miſſion, and the Practice of the les; we 
know our Lord did command them firſt to teach 
all Nations, in order to bring them to the Know- 
ledge and Faith of the Goſpel, and then to bap- 
tize them, And how is it poſſible the Heathen 
World ſhould ever have been brought into the 
Church any other Way ? The firſt Converts and 
Proſelytes could be admitted only upon their 
profeſſed Faith and Repentance. Here both 


Parties are agreed, and this ſtands good upon 
ON 


E 2 


« Life, and tbe Anſwer of a good Conſcience towards 
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eur Princi We, ell n theirs. For the Teaching 
of the firſt Converts, and their Admiſſion upon 
their profeſſed Faith, is not. in the leaſt inconliſt- 
ent wird Wr Right afterwards reſulting 
from the Right of their Parents, according to 
the enefal Kale and Order of the Promiſe. It 
was not inconſiſtent with ſuch Right of Children, 
when Proſelytes were circumciſed; nor, for that 
Reaſon, coal it be inconſiſtent with their Right 
when firſt Converts were , baptized. For firſt 
Converts might be taught and baptized, as well 
as firſt Converts had been before taught and cir- 
cumciſed without infringing upon any Right or 
Privilege of their Children. Nor is it hexe by 
dur Lord, or elſewhere by his Apoſtles, ever 
£559, or intimated, that only adult Believers were 
baptized, and no other. Our Lord's Commil- 
ſion, therefore, is not at all inconſiſtent, with 
our Senti q ents. On the contrary, I am very 
ſure, that, he hath, in that Commiſſion, eſta- 
bliſhed them; as it is certain, that our Lord 
there com miſſſons his Apoſtles to preach and 
execute the Mrabamic Covenant, For, preaching 
the Goſpel, or Salvation of God, through Chriſt, 
the NA lab, 10, all Nations, is the BY ae and pe- 
culiar Criterion, or Mark by which that Coye- 
nant is diſtinguiſhed In TT. there being 
no other Covenant, of a Spiritual ature, which 
in Scripture. is expreſsly ſaid to extend to all 
N tions of ih E, The Words of the Cove- 
nant are, in thy Seed 57 Hall all the Fami- 
lies,, or Nations, of the Earth be bleſſed. Gen, xii. 
3. — XXl, 18, — XXvi. 4. — XXViii. 14, — and 
[with reſpect to my Covenant] eu [Abraham] 
alt be a Father of many Nations. — fer a Fa- 
ber of many Nations have I mate Laer 
6 | Dee, 
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thee, Gen. xvii. 4, 5. And when our Lord juſt 
before his Aſcenſion, gave Commiſſion to his R- 
poſtles, he expreſſed himſelf after this Manner, 
Luke xxiv. 46, 47. Thus it is written, in the 
Scriptures of the Old Teſtament}— that Repent- 
ance and Remiſſion of Sins ſhould be preached in his 
[Chriſt's] Name, among all-Nativns, e at 
Feruſalem. , Mark xvi. 15. And he fad unto them, 
[his Apoſtles] Go ye into all the World, and preach 
the Goſpel to every Creature, [to all Mankind. ] 
Mat. xxviii. 19. Go ye therefore, and teach all Na- 
tions, baptizing them in, or into, ibe Name of the 
Father, and of the Sou, and of the Holy Ghoft. In 
this Commiſſion, therefore, our Lord plainly re- 
fers to, and executes the Abrahamie Covenant, or 
Promiſe, according to which all the Nations of the 
Earth were to be bleſſed in him, or to have the 
Bleſſings included and granted in that Covenant, 
beſtowed upon them; and with reſpe@ to which, 
Abraham was conſtituted the Father of many Na- 
tions. In this Commiſſion, he orders and ad- 
thorizes his Apoſtles to publiſh (that very Cove- 
nant, and thoſe very Bleſſings entire and ufal- 
tered: For neither he nor his Apoſtles, either 
here, or in any other Part of Scripture, ever 
give the leaſt Hint or Intimation, that it was 
altered, or diſanulled in yy whatſoever, 
either as to the Matter of the Grant, or any gf 
the Parties to whom it was originally conveyed. 
Oaly inſtead of circumciſe, he ſaith baptize ; which 
no ways, either as to Matter or Subjes, affects 
or alters the Covenant; but only the Token, 
Memorial, or Seal of it. It is indeed moſt ab- 
ſurd to ſuppoſe our Lord either could or would, 
in any wiſe, change or anul that Covenant, - 
which, when firſt 2 was confirmed of God in, 
3 | Or 
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or unto, himſelf, when he was actually executing 
it. He could not diminiſh any of the Bleſſings 
or Privileges | with which all Nations were to be 
_  blefled in him, at the very Time when he was 
accompliſhing that Promiſe in its fulleſt and moſt 
extenhve "Senſe under the Goſpel. Therefore, 
when our Lord ordered his Apoſtles to preneh, 
and teach all Nations according to the Abrahamic 
Covenant, he muſt order them alfo to baptize all 
Nations according to that Covenant. For he 
could not commiſſion them to preach upon one 
Plan, abd baptize upon another. Now we know, 
that according to the Abrabamic Covenant, both 
the Bleſſings and the Token of them were grant- 
ed to Children, as well as to Parents. And ſo the 
Apoſtles would naturally underſtand the Com- 
miſſion. For they, and all the Jews, had always, 
upon a Divine Warrant, conſideted Children as 
included with the Parents in the Covenant, and 
jntitled to the Token of it. 4 
2. And accordingly we find that the Apoſtles 
did ſo underſtand our Lord; and did not only 
| preach, but alſo baptized according to the Abra- 
bamic Covenant. For in the firſt Sermon preached 
by an Apoſtle after our Lord's Aſcenſion, (Acts 

ji. 38.) St. Peter hath theſe remarkable Words; 
Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the 
Name of Jeſus Chriſt, for the Remiſſion of Sins, and 
ye ſhall receive the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt. For the 
Promiſe is to you, Jews, ] and to your Children, 
and to all that are afar off, [among the Nations] 
even as many as the Lord our God ſhall call. Now 
if we conſult Joel ii. 32. to which Place the Holy 
Ghoſt in the Apoſtle refers, we ſhall find, that 
the Promiſe is, not only of the extraordinar 

Gifts of the Spirit, but of the whole Goſpel Sal- 


vation, 


: Wh IF We 
vation, or the Covenant of Grace. Fot ſo it 
runs. And it Hall come to paſs, that whoſoever, 
Jew or Gentile, ſhall call on the Name of the Lord, 
ſhall be delivered, or ſaved, {with the Goſpel Sal- 
vation, Rom. x. 13.] For in Mount Sion and in Fe- 
ruſalem ſball be Deliverance, or Salvation, as be 
Tord hath ſaid, and in the Remnant, or thoſe that 
are afar off, the Gentiles, or Nations, whom the 
Lord ſball hereafter call into his Church and King- 
dom. Now by this certain Criterion, that the 
Promiſe referred to, did extend to thoſe that 
were afar off, or to the Nations, whom the Lord 
ſhould call into his Church and Kingdom, it is 
evident, that this Promiſe is no other than the 
Covenant, or Grant, to Abraham; according to 
which, the Lord had ſaid, that all the Nations 
F the Earth ſhould be Bleſſed in Chriſt ; both the 
'Zews in Mount Sion and Jeruſalem, and the Re- 
mainder, that were then afar off, namely, us 
Gentiles, whom the Lord graciouſly intended to 
call by the Preaching of the Goſpel. This is 
the grand Promiſe to which Joel refers. And 
this Promiſe being to our Seed, or Children, as 
well as to us, the holy Spirit declares they were to 
be baptized. Repent, and be baptized every one 
you, — for the Promiſe is to you and to your Chi 
dren. And every thing in St. Peter's Diſcoupſe 
muſt be underſtood in Confiftency with this. It 
is ſaid below, Ver. 41. Then they that gladly re- 
ceived his Word were baptized. But ſuch Expreſ- 
ſions here and elſewhere, muſt not be 3 — 
in Oppoſition to, or as excluding their Children; 
for both having a Right to the Promiſe, doubt- 
leſs both were baptized : But manifeſtly, ſuch 
Expreſſions are to be underſtood in Oppoſitien ' 
to, and as excluding Lt of the Apoſtle's Hear- 
4 ers 
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ers as qiſbelie ved, or rejected his Word; that h, 
the unbelieving and impenitent Part of bis Au- 
dience. They that believed, and gladly received 
his Word, ſeparated themſelves from thoſe Au- 
ditors, who continued in Unbelief and Impeni- 
tence, and were baptized, and ſo joined them- 
ſelves to the Apoſtles; as it follows (Ver. 41.) 
aut there were added to them about three thouſand 
Souls. And they continued ſtedfaſtiy in ibe Apoſtles * 
Doctrine and Fellowſhip; ang in breaking of Bread, 
and in Prayer. This way of ſpeaking therefore 
doth not point at the Excluſion of Infants, but 
of Infidels only *. And this being the firſt Time 
of the Apoſtles preaching and baprizing, after 
they had received the Commiſſion, it may paſs 
for a fair Comment upon it. 
3. And in the next Sermon, the Apoſtle again 
points to the Abrabamic Covenant as the Ground 
of his preaching the | 'even to the Jews. 
Acts iii. 25. Je are rhe Children of ' the Prophets, 
and of the Covenant which God made with our Fa- 
ihers, ſaying unto Abraham, And in thy Seed fhall 
all the Nations of the Earth be bleſſed. And we 
may be ſure, that this Covenant, which the Holy 
Ghoſt dictated as the Ground of his Preaching, 
or offering the Goſpel to the Jews, was alſo the 
Ground and Rule of his baptizing ſuch as were 
converted by his Preaching. © | 
4. And in preaching to the Genliles, or the 
Nations, the ' Apoſtles could act only upon the 
Foot of the Abrahamic Covenant, there being in 
CF. nit : $14.34 Revelation 


® Nor muſt that Paſſage in As viii. 12. be underſtood 
excluſively of Children. —They were baptized both Men gnd 

men; that is to ſay, Women as well as Men, Females as 
well as Males : Whereas Males only had the initiating Ordiy 
nance applied to them under the preceding Diſpenſation. 


„ 
Revelation no other Conſtitution by which the 
Nations could be received into the peculiat King... " 
dom of God; and conſequently, they muſt act 
upon the ſame Foot in baptizing Converta, or 
taking them into the Church. For they could 


not preach upon one Principle, and r e 
another. 209 


5. Add to this, the locales, we have. of.. 
Apoſtolic Senſe and Practice; ap 
1. That the Apoſtles bap — Believers EL id 
their Houſholds, or Families. Adds Xvi. 1. Lyons. 
dia and her Houſhold were baptized; by Paul; 
and (Ver. 13.) ſo was the Jailor and all his; and 
(+ Cop. i. 16.) ſo was the Houlhald of, Stephangs:. 
It may be ſaid. lafants are not neceſſarily in- 
+ cluded ia Houſholds.” Nor are they neceſſa- 
rily excluded. There might be, or there might 
not be Infants in thoſe Houſholds ; and. we ate 
as much at Liberty to ſuppole there were, as that 
there were not. But the Advantage from ſuch 
eneral Expreſſions lieth clearly * 44g of In 
ants. For when Abraham was circumciſed, his 
whole  Houſhold was ſo too, none but Females. 
excepted. And ſo when a profelyted Heathen. 
was taken into the Jewiſh Church, he and all the 
Males in his Family were circymciſed : And. 
moreover, the learned in Hebrew Antiquities in- 
form us, that they were alſo bapiized; and that. 
this was a common and ancient Practice among 
the Jews. I doubt not but it was, as I have 
reaſon to believe it was a Divine Inſtitution. Fe 
the Gentiles, under the Moſaic W of 


ne % 


®* See Dr. Lightſoot's e of the New Teſla 
in Vol, 1, of his Sole Works, P, 209, 210. and Rel 
Heb. Ant. P. 254, 253. 


(436 

the Kingdom of God, are in Scripture declared 
to be UNCLEAN. Jfai. xxxv. 8. — Iii. 1. Adds, x. 
28. — xi. 3, 8. And as they had neither learn- 
ed, nor obſerved the Moſaic Diſtinction of 
Things clean and wnclean, they and their Children 

muſt be ſuppoſed to be under every Kind and 
Degree of Uncleanneſs, of which they were ca- 
pable. And therefore. they could not then be 
taken into the Church of God, or admitted into 
the Sanctuary, unleſs they were firſt waſhed, or 
baptized. For under that Diſpenſation, by the 
Divine Command, thoſe Perſons, that were un- 
clean, even among the circumciſed Jews, (much 
more among the Gentiles) muſt firſt be waſhed, 
before they could go into the Sanctuary, or eat 
of the holy Things. Lev. vii. 20, 21,—xiv, 8,— 
xv. 5, 6, 7, 8, 10, 11, 13, 16, 18, 21, 22, 27, 
31.—Xvii. 15.—Xxii. 3, 6. By which Law, a 
Gentile, being poſſibly unclean in every Kind, 
and Degree, could not be allowed to come into 
the Temple, Als xxi. 28, 29. Therefore, by 
Divine Inſtitution, every Gentile Proſclyte, and 
all the Males in his Family, young and old, muſt 
not only be circumciſed, but moreover all of 
them, both Males and Females, muſt alſo be 
waſhed, or baptized “, in order to their being 
admitted into the peculiar Kingdom and Church 
of God, while it was confined to the Nation of 
the Jews f. Thus, for about fifteen 1 
* ; | | cars 


The Apoſtle giveth all thoſe ceremonial Waſhings the 
eral Name of Bars 10 pus;, Baptiſms, Heb, ix. 10. 

+ Here we may obſerve the Wiſdom and Propriety of our 
Lord's adopting the Ordinance of Baptiſm into the Goſpel 
Diſpenſation. It was the Ordinance, which, t er with 
Circumciſion, had been applied to a converted Gentile me 


( 95 ) 
Years, from the giving of the Law at Mount 
Horeb, to the Inſtitution of Baptiſm by our Lord, 
it is as certain, that waſhing, or baptizing, was 
joined to Circumciſion as a Divine Inſtitution, 
and applied to whole Families, Infants and others, 
as it is that any Proſelytes of Righteouſneſs, with 
their Families, were, within that Period of Time, 
taken into the Jewiſh Church. And, as in ſo 
long a Space of Time, many ſuch Proſelytes, and 
their Houſholds, from firſt. to laſt, muſt have 
been taken into the Church, this Practice muſt 
have been ancient and common; and, conſe- 
quently, well known to the Apoſtles, and to all 
the Jews, When, therefore, the Apoſtles ſay, 
that they baptized a Man and all bis; a Man 
and bis Houyſbold, this Way of ſpeaking would 
naturally be underſtood. by | thoſe, who were ac- 
quainted with the preceding Diſpenſation, as in- 
F £4, 4449) ding 


his Family, when he was initiated, or taken into the Church, 
under the preceding Diſpenſation. And as our Lord, omit. 
ting the paſchal Supper itſelf, turned the Bread and Cup, in 
that Supper, to' the Purpoſes of his own Supper, which he 
ſubſtituted in the Place of the Paſſover; So, omitting Cir- 
cumciſion, he turned the Baptiſm of proſelyted Heathens, 
which had accompanied Circumciſion, into the initiating 
Ordinance under the Goſpel Diſpenſation, and ſubſtituted it 
in the Place of Circumciſion. Which Ordinance of Baptiſm 
would readily — be admitted by the converted, peni 
tent Jews; who oftea before waſhed, or baptized, on 
Account of Uncleanneſs: And alſo they would all allow, 
that it was with great Propriety applied to the converted 
Gentiles, as it was the very Ordinance, which they them- 
ſelves had always applicd to ſuch Gentiles, when they were 
initiated into the Church : Though ſome of them thought the 
Baptiſm of Chriſtian Converts was deſective without Circum- 
ciſion. Hence it is, that we find no mention of any Diffi- 
culty or Scruple the Jews had about the Ordinance of Bap- 
| 8 inſtituted by our Lord. It was no new Ordinance 
to . 
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cluding young and old, Infants and others. For 
which Reaſon, had there been any Alteration, in 
the Subjects of Baptiſm, the Apoſtles, to prevent 

an unavoidable Miſtake, would certainly have 
excepted 'Infants. But whereas they make no 
ſuch Exception, but uſe the common, famiſiar 
Language, which every body knew included In- 
fants, we may fairly conclude; they meant, that 
in thoſe Houſholds Infants alſo were ba prized. 
rw we may farther © conclude, That Tefal. 
aptiſm, in the Caſe of Proſelytes, might be 
priſe for about fifteen Hundred Years before 
riſt came; and that it certainly was practiſed, 
as @ Divine Inſtitution, as often as any FProſelyte, 
who had Infants in his Family, was taken into 
the Jewiſh Church. And this ſupplieth a ſuf- 
ficient Reaſon, why Infant-Baptiſm is not more 
expreſsly mentioned in the New Teſtament. It 
was well known, and allowed on all Sides. As 
— The Apoſtle directs us to eonfider "Beptifm, 
as the Ordinance, which, under the Goſpel, an- 
ſwers to Circumciſion. Col. ii. 11, 12. In whom 
alſo. ye are circumciſed with the Circumciſion made 
without Hands, in puſting off the Body of the Sins of 
the Fleſh, by the Circumciſion of Chriſt, 3 
baving been buried with bim in Baptiſm. Circum- 
ciſed with the Circumciſion of Chriſt, having been bu- 
ried with bim in Baptiſm.” The ron Meaning of 
which is; that when we are baptized, we et 
citcumciſed with the Circumciſion of Chriſt, or 
the Chriſtian Circumciſion. Which is. ſaid to 
ene without Hands, as it is not mutable *, or 
e hee 
„ ins Things A* are dh or * with Hands, in 


Serre Phraſe are Things of a mutadle, diſſolvable Na- 
ture: 
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ſudject to be aboliſhed, hut is to ſubſiſt as dong 
as the Kingdom of God ſhall continue in this 
World; in Oppolition to the Zewyh Circumci- 
fon, which he tells us (Zphe/. li. 1 1.) Was made 

with Hands, becauſe it was originally, intended to 
be aboliſhed, as it was a Token of the Araba- 
mic Covenant. and was then actually aboliſhed. to 
the Gentiles *. The Apoſtle confiders Baptiſm 
as anſwering to Circumci//on : And, ſaying that it 
is applied to both Sexes, it bears, in the: main, 
an exact Correſpondence. to it. | Baptiſm. is the 
Token of the very ſame Covenant of which Cir- 
cumciſion was once the Token; I mean the Abra- 
hamic Covenant, which has been proved to be 
the Goſpel- Covenant. Baptiſm hath a ſpiritual 
Meaning ; ſo had Circumciſion, it had Relation 


to the Heart and Spirit +, Baptiſm. is the ini- 


_ tlating 
Are: As our Lord's earthly Body, Mark XIV. 58. -Cireum- 
cifion, Epbeſ. ii. 11. the Tabernacle of Moſes, Heb. ix. 11, 

24. —the Jewiſh State, Heb. xii. 27. \ 

Thin s not made with Hands are Things not mutable, or 
not ſubſect to Diſſdlution: As our Lord's Reſufrection· bod 
Mark xiv. 6 8.— our heavenly Houſe, which ſhall not be as 
ſolved like our carthly Houſe, 2 Cor. v. 1. and Baptiſm, or 
the Circumciſion of Chi, Col. ii. iI. 

'V wy oven ym; a mo in the Fleſh, mg 1 
proper Diſtinction of a peculiar People, while the Kingdom 
of God was confined to one Nation of the Earth: — as 
a Token of the Covenant of Peculiarity, it ſtill anſwers great 
Ends, by diſtinguiſhing and ſeparating the Jes from all other 
People; and, I doubt not, will continue to do ſo to the End 
of the World. But when the Abrabamic Covenant was to be 
publiſhed among all Nations of the Earth, and all Nations, 
upon Faith in Chi, were to be admitted into it; then Cir- 
cumeiſion, which was deſigned to diſtinguiſh and ſeparate 
but one Nation, could no longer be a proper Token of the 
Abrahamic Covenant: And therefore, with great Propriety, 
Baptiſm was ſubſtituted in the Place thereof, 

+ Rom, ii. 29. pag? 
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tiating Ordinance, and in the ſame Church and 
King om of God “, in which Circumciſion had 
been before the initiating Ordinance, Baptiſm 1s 
not to be repeted; no more was Circumciſion. 
Such as were the firſt Subjects of Circumciſion, 
were alſo the firſt Subjects of Baptiſm, namely, 
penitent Believers. Baptiſm is a perſonal and 
family Ordinance ; ſo was Circumciſion, neither 
of them being adminiſtered in the public Church 
or Congregation, but in private Houſes, upon 
the Road , or in any Place, as it might happen. 
Baptiſm was adminiſtered to Houſholds at once; 
ſo was Circumciſion. The Apoſtle had ood 
reaſon” to conſider Baptiſm as he Cirtumeifien of 
Chriſt, or as ſubſtituted in the Place of Circumci- 
fion. And this naturally ſuggets, that he judged 
Baptiſm was to be applied to Infants, as Circum- 
ciſion had been before. Further, 

g. He leads our Thoughts to the ſame Senti- 
ment, when he affirms, that the Children are 
HOLY, even where but one of the Parents is be- 
lieving, 1 Cor. vii. 14. For the unbelieving Huſ- 
band is ſantlified by the Wife, and the unbelieving 
Wife is ſanttified by the Huſband : Elſe were your 
Children unclean ; but now are they holy. Here 
the Apoſtle uſes the Language of the Spirit un- 
der the preceding Diſpenſation $. To our 88 


* That we, the believing Gentiles, are taken into the 
ſame Church, Covenant and Kingdom of God, in which the 
Jews were before the Goſpel-Diſpenſation was erected, and 
out of which the unbelieving Jews were caſt, is, I think, 
ſufficiently proved in my Ky to the apofolic Writings, Chap. V. 
81—91, "oy | 
: + Gen. iv. 24, &c. Acts viii. 36, 37, 38. 
5 See my Paraphraſe upon the Epiſt. to the Romans, in 
the Key to the Apeſlolic Writings, Chap. II. & 43—46. and 
Chap. VI. $ 124—127. 
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ſent Purpoſe it may ſuffice to obſerve, that un- 
circumciſed and unclean are Terms of the ſame 
Import. Jai. Iii. 1. Put on thy beautiful Garments, 
O Jeruſalem, the holy City: From henceforth there 
ſhall no more come into thee the uncircumciſed and the 
unclean; meaning the Heathen, Strangers to God's 
Covenant. So anclean, in St. Peter's Speech, As 
x. 28. is the ſame as uncircumciſed, in his Accu- 
ſation, As xi. 3. Now if uncircumciſed and un- 
clean are of the ſame Import, by Parity of Rea- 
ſon, circumciſed and holy are of the ſame Import: 
For the Jews were the boly Seed principally as they 
were circumciſed, -in Token of their being 
Covenant with God; and their being thus holy 
implied, that they were circumciſed. | Conſequently, 
as the Apoſtle applies the ſame Term [Boh] to 
the Infants of Chriſtians, and in the ſame Senſe, 
according to the Language of the Kingdom of 
God, it as naturally implies and ſuppoſes Baptiſm, 
as before it implied Circumciſion. He that tells us 
1 Cor. i. 16. that he baptized the Houſhold or 
Family, of Stæpbanas, tells us that the Children in 
ſuch a Family were boy: And therefore, as I 
apprehend, he plainly declares it to be his Senſe, 
that Children in ſuch a Family were to be bap- 
tized; and that, if there were Children in the 


Family of S/ephanas, he actually did baptize 


them. | 
For theſe Reaſons, principally, I can by no 
means admit the Arguments of our Brethren, 
who are in a different way of thinking, 
But perhaps after all this, ſome may inſiſt up- 
on an expre/s Command for admitting Infants to 
Baptiſm. But the Caſe will not allow the inſiſt- 
ing upon this: On the other Hand, it properly 
belongs to us to inſiſt upon an expreſs . 0 
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for excluding them from Baptiſm. For they 
were, by an expreſs Command of Got, intitled 
to the initiating, Ordinance, When the. oſpel- 


Covenant was felt eſtabliſhed in Chrift.;. and. hav- 


ing enjoyed this Privilege in the Church for 
about two thouſand Vears, till Corif came, as a 
ſingular Honour and - Advantage, which the 
whole Nation of the Jews was very proud of, 
there was no need of any other expreſs. Com- 
mand, when Cöriſt was come, to admit Infants 


to the initiating Ordinance, under the ſame Goſ- 


Covenant, and into the ſame Church and 
God, whatever that Ordinance 


might be, Circumciſion, Baptiſm, or any other 


God ſhould be pleaſed to appoint. For their 


Right to the initiating. Ordinance at that Time, 


was queſtioned or denied by no Body, whete the 


Parents were both Chriſtians. All the Jewiſh 


Converts, to a Man, mult be ſtrongly prejddiced 


in Favour of it: It was rivetted into their very 
Souls ; and the debarring their Children from it, 


would have given them the greateſt A verſion to 
the Goſpel. There was therefore no Occaſion 
for another expreſs Command to aqenit Infants to 


Baptiſm; or rather, ſuch a Command would 
have been ſuperfluous. .. For why ſhould People 


be commanded to do what they judge is already 
ſufficiently commanded? What they are already 
inclined to do, what they are inſinitely fond of 
doing? And what they would think themſelve; 
extremely ill uſed if they were debarred from 


doing? Indeed had there been any among the 


Jews, as there have been. of late Years among 


Chriſtians, who had taken it into their Heads to 


ſeclude Infants from the initiating Ordinance, 
then we might reaſonably have expected, that 
our 
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our Lead ſhould have made an expreſs Deciſion 
in Favour of Infants. But it doth not apprat 
that there was ſo much as one Perſon in uli the 
World, who at that Time, entertained the leaſt 
Thought of ſecluding Iufanta, when both Pa 
rents were Chriſtians. It is therefote unrealou- 
able to expect an expreſs, formal Command in 
the New Teſtament for their Admiſſion,” But 
on the other Hand, as all the Alteratons an! 
3 made in the pteceding Diſpentario 

re expreſsly mentioned; ſo, if it was dur Lord's 
n ro exclude Infants from a Privilege, 
which they had been ſo long poſſeſſod of. nd 
Which all the Je ex — would be continued, 
and were ſo fond of havin continued, chen there 
would have been à manifeſt and ſtrong Neceſſicy 
for a very expreſs, clear, and poſitive: Command 
"Roe exchichn them. And can any one produce 
me fach 4 3 for excluding Infants from 
Baptim? No. . No it is impoſſible any one 
fhould. I muſt therefore conclude, that our 
Lord never did intend to exclude them, and that 
175 Righe to the initiatiag Ordinance remains 

N and” firm as ever it was. Upon the 
whole ; there is in Scripture the moſt expreſs and 
Sieden Precept and Precedent for admitting 
Infants to the initiating Ordinance in the ſame 
Church and Kingdom of God, in which we 
_ how are, and under the ſame Covenant of Grace, 
i which we now ſtand: And Grounds and Prin- 
ciples fo clear and ſtrong, and ſuch plain and un- 
deniable Intimations of their being admitted to 
Baptiſm, as, in a Caſe which doth not appear to 
have been ever diſputed or «doubted in the apo- 
ſtolic Age, amount to ſuch a D of Evidence, 
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equal to that of an expreſs Precept from our 
Lord, and Precedent in the apoſtolic Practice. 
And now I afk leave in my Turn to demand; 
«© What Precept or Precedent is to be found in 
e Scripture for Chriſtians bringing up their 
Children to Tears of Maturity before they be 
<« baptized?” Perhaps it will be replied, Ir is 
o ſufficient that we have no Precept nor Prece- 
dent in Scripture for giving Baptiſm to any 
& but the Adult upon their Profeſſion of Faith 
and Repentance.“ But what Adult? The a- 


dult Children of believing Chriſtian Parents? 


No. But adult Converts from among the Fews 
or Pagans; Such were commanded: to be bap- 
tized upon their profeſſed Faith, and all the 
Scripture Inſtances of Perſons baptized upon their 
profeſſed Faith, relate only to the firſt Converts 
from among Jetus and Pagans. But for the 
baptizing of adult Perſons, born of Chriſtian Pa- 
rents, upon their Profeſſion of Faith and Re- 
pentance, there is neither Precept nor Pretedent 
in Scripture z nor, which is ſtill worſe, is there 


any Principle in Scripture, from Genefis to Reve- 


lation, which in the leaſt favours or incourages it. 
So that, had we leſs Scripture-Authority for In- 
fant-Baptiſm than we have, we ſhould have more 
than — have for their Adult-Baptiſm: For 
they have> none at all. And moreover, they 
ſeem to me to delay Baptiſm quite beyond that 
Standard of Profeſſion, which the Scripture al- 
lows; and to ſuch a Degree of Irregularity, that 


ſome live and die profeſſed Chriſtians, who yet 


are never baptized at all. 


But Infants are not capable of anſwering 


the Ends and Intention of Baptiſm, Netwne/s 
4 Life, and the Auſtver of a good Conſcience to- 


By wards 


1 

& wards God,” But ſurely Chriſtians, and the 
Children of Chriſtians, at Years of Diſcretion, 
are as capable of anſwering the Ends'of Baptiſm 
by living a virtuous and holy Life, as Fews, and 
the Children of Jews were of anſwering,” in the 
ſame way, the Ends of Circumciſion. For both 
Ordinances belonged to the ſame Covenant, and 
for the ſame Ends, making Allowance for differ - 
ent Degrees of Light; in Reference to which we 
have greatly the Advantage. 11 J09s 
But that can be no ways profitable to us, 
„ which is done in our Infancy, withaut any 
% Knowledge, Choice or Conſent of our own, 
« Therefore, Infant-Baptiſm is vain and inſig- 
& nificant.” Anſwer; as to Choice and Conſent, 
none is neceſſary, where only a Free-Grant, and 
Obligations reſulting from it are recognized and 
declared, And as to Knowledge, the Baptiſm of 
an Infant may be very profitable to the Family in 
the preſent Adminiſtration of it; and to the In- 
fant himſelf it may be exceeding uſeful in After- 
Reflections. Our Lord applied a figurative 
Waſhing to Peter, which he then underſtood 
not; but, as it was to be of future Uſe in the 
Reflection, it was not therefore vain and inſignifi- 
cant, John xiii. 7. Peter ſaid unto him, Doſt thou 
waſh" my Feet? Feſus anſwered, — What I do thou 
knoweſt not now, but thou ſhalt know hereafter, 
That Waſbing would be very uſeful to him bere- 
after, which at the preſent. he was ignorant of ; 
And ſo may Baptiſm be to Infants. | 
Indeed, if we take our Ideas of the Ordinance 
from the wrong or ſuperſtitious Accoynts,-which 
ſome may have given of it, it may be very diffi- 
cult, if not impoſſible, to ſet it in any uſeful 
or rational Light. But if we canfider it, ac- 
| F 2 cording 
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cording to it's proper Nature, as a Token, or 
Mermetial of * Grant of Liſe and i Hg 
which God in Chriſt has made to a ſinful World, 
Ay then appear l in a very Joſt and beautifoi 


To have our Minds dvejly affected with the 
Divine Goodneſs, is. on all-Accounts, neceſſary 
to our own Happineſs. He hath freely given uz 
a rational Being, an invaluable Preſent. To this 
Gift, even when Mankind had forfeited it, he 
has, of his awn Good-will and Munificence, ad- 
ded the Grant of Pardon to the Penitent, and of 
eternal” Life: A Grant of infinite Importance, 
n which the Whole of our Being, and all our 
Hopes of Happineſs do depend; and of which 
It is neceſſary to our attaining the high and glo · 
rious Ends thereof, that we Preſerve a juſt and 
— Senſe upon our Minds. For this will 
warm our Hearts with the Love of God; excite 
and animate us to all Right Action; fortify us 
againſt . 3 ſupport us under 


every 
Glory and fo fit' us for immortal Honour and 


Now abſerve ; thoſe two original Gifts, of 4 
rational Nature, and of Pardon and Immorta- 
op are made known to us in very different 
Ways. That we are endowed with a rational 
Nature is known by Self-Perception, and we are 
conſcious to it every Moment. Here, therefore, 
is no need of any extraordinary Sign or Token 
to remind us of it. But as for the Grant of the 
Remiſſion of Sin, and Life eternal, that can be 
made known to us only by God himſelf. For, 
- before obſerved, no human Wiſdom, or Pe- 
netration, could have demonſtrated it to us. As 
it was Toon entirely. in the Boſom of God, the 


Sovereign, 
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Sovereign, and depended wholly his .own 
— good Pleaſure, he 9 revele 
it to us, and aſſure us of it. And he hath aſ- 
ſured us of it ſeveral Ways; of which this is 
one; namely, That ever ſince he erected a pe- 
culiat Church. and Kingdom in the World, he 
appointed an. Ordinance to be applied to the Be- 
nning of Life, as a perpetual Token, Sign and 
emorial of this rich and excellent Donation. 
By which Means, under the Jeruiſb Diſpenſation, 
it was ſolemnly recognized and brought to Re- 
membrance in every Generation, in every Fa- 
mily, at che Birth of every male Child that 
none might be 1 of it, nor of the Obli- 
gations reſulting from it. Under the Go/pel Diſ- 
penſation, as i noble Grant, or Deed of Gift 
u, in all Reſpects, ſet in a much clearer, , and 
more extenſive Light, ſo in this Reſpect alſo, 
that by a ſolemn Token, Sign and Memorial, it 
is recognized, and brought co Remembrance in 
every Generation, in every Family, at the Birth 
of euery Child, both Male and Female; that none 
may be ignorant of it, but all underſtand it, and 
have their Minds duely affected with it. And 
will any — lays ſuch an Inſtitution is vain and 
inſęniſi cant? Certainly, it ia molt perf 
able ta that great Love and 2 
hath beſtowed upon us ſuch a ſurpriaing Gift, to 
take Care that it ſnould be duely, and in a Va- 
riety of Ways, publiſhed among us, 
upon our Memories, and made familiar to our 
Thoughts, in order to ingage our conſtant, and 
molt ſerious Regards; without which, the Gift, 
how valuable ſoever in itſelf, would bs rendered 
ineffeftual. God is giving, and 
Hain every Generation: And it is 


to 


(0: I 


to the Nature of Things, that we ſhould' well 
underſtand the happy Terms upon which he be- 
ſtows it. And therefore, it is very fit, ehat the 
Covenant, or free Grant of God in Obriſt, upon 
which our whole Life and Being, all our Com- 
fart. and Happineſs, both here and hereafter, do- 
depend, ſhould in every Family, at the Birth of 
every Child, be ſolemnly exhibited and dechaved's 
and particularly applied to the Infant newly en- 
tered into Life, as ung 2 Share „N Intereſt 
in it. ; 
On the Part of the moſt HIGH GOD, no- 
thing could be deviſed more proper to demon- 
ſtrate the high Value he ſets upon our Nature, 
and his kindeſt Regards to the human Race. 
In. this Ordinance. we ſee the great Love here. 
with he hath loved us, the Dignity to which he 
hath raiſed us, and the Glory which he hath 
prepared for us. And it muſt affect our Hearts 
with Pleaſure, when we reflect, that his fatherly 
Love met us with open Arms at our Entrance 
into Life, to welcome us into his Creation and 
Kingdom; to declare himſelf our God and Fa- 
ther: I will de a God uno thee: To acquaint us 
that we were born unto him, as his Children in 
his Family; and that we come into the World 
to. honour and enjoy him. How comfortable 
and incouraging to conſider, that in this Inſtitu- 
tian, our God and Father gave us à viſible 
Pledge and Token, that we have a Share in all 
the Mercies, and Bleſſings implied in the Name 
of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; and to aſ- 
ſure us (if we improve his Goodneſs, if we 
chooſe, . and are diſpoſed for eternal Life) of 
his Guidance, Protection and Aſſiſtance, through 
all Ln Duties and Difficulties of this State of In- 
firmity 
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firmity and Trial, till he ſhall bring us to ever - 
laſting Peace and Happineſs. This is the Mean - 
ing of Baptiſm: A Meaning of the higheſt 
Significancy and Importance. Thus"the God and 
Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt hath provided, 
that we ſhould have a Senſe of his Love, and our 
Obligations impreſſed upon our Hearts. 
Here alſo PAR RExHsS may ſee, that the regular 
Propagation of the Species is of infinite Momerit, 
the ſpecial Object of Divine Attention and Care, 
under his particular Inſpection and Bleſfing. 
Here they may ſee the great Worth and Impor- 
tance of their Children, even in Infancy, as be- 
ing born, not to live the mere animal Life in 
this World among Men: But to live unto God, 
and to live with him for ever. They are born in 
his Houſe and Family, and therefore related to 
God, their Father, as his Sons and Daughters, 
undet the Care and Protection of his Providence; 
to the ever bleſſed Son of God, their Redeemer, 
who is the Firſt- born in the Family, and inte- 
reſted in all the Bleſſings we enjoy through him; 
to Angels in the glorious World above; and to 
the Saints, the Patriarchs, Prophets, and Apo- 
ſtles, even all the excellent, that have been, are; 
or, ſhall be in this World, and intitled to all the 
Proviſion, Means and: Aſſiſtances, which: they 
were, or are, in common, favoured with; aa 
in FV. All this, as explained in the Goſpel, is 
comprehended in that immenſe Promiſe, I WII. 
BE A GOD Nr THEE, AND TO THY SEED 
AFTER "THEE. This is the Promiſe of which we 
are the Heirs. This the Blefling of Abrabam; 
which is come upon us Gentiles, IN Tx SEED 
SHALL ALL THE .NATIONS OF THE EARTH BE © 
BLESSED, None in the Family, where the lafant 


18 
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is born, queſtions the Infant's Relation to that 
Family, and to all that belong to it, at any Diſ- 
tance of Place. It is immediately owned and 
embraced, as a Son or Daughter, a Brother or 
Siſter, &c. and admitted to all the common 
Rights and Privileges, and to the Love, Pro- 
tection and Care of the Family. And, being al- 
ſo born in God's heavenly Family, it is in like 
Manner, immediately intitled to all the illuſtri- 
ous Relations, Honours, Rights, Privileges and 
Bleflings belonging to that Family, This is the 
Free-Gift of God : and it is a Gift perfectly wor - 


thy of God to beſtow. To aſſure us of this 
Grace our Lord came down from Heaven; and 
it was a Meſſage which required, and was per- 
fectly 


* 


worthy of ſuch an extraordinary Meſſen- 
ger. And when Parents ſee all this aſſured to 
Sie Child, the Object of their tendereſt Affec- 
tions, how mult it ingage their Heatts in Love 
to God, and oblige, direct and diſpoſe them to 
bring it up agreeably to ſuch rich Mercy, as a 
young Angel upon Earth, deſigned to be an An- 
gel for ever in Glory? And, as the Powers of In- 
_ telligence are, by the Divine Goodneſs, prepared 
from the Birth of the Infant, and are ready, from 
the firſt Dawnings of Reaſon, to be formed and 
improved by the careful Parent; fo theſe divine, 
lively, and ſtriking Principles, are by the ſame 
Divine Goodneſs prepared, and juſt as ready as 
the rational Faculties themſelves, to be inculca- 
ted by the Parent upon the tender, flexible Mind, 
as ſoon as ever a Capacity of Thought will ad- 
mit; to form there the nobleſt Sentiments with 

to its own Being, and the Love of God 
its Maker, and Father, and to fix the happieſt 
Diſpolitions far the future Conduct of Life. This 
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is juſt as it ſhould be, . the Truth, 
or the true Natures of Things. The Spring and 
Prime of Life is the fitteſt Seafon' for forming 
and fixing the beſt Principles: And as the Infant 
hath an undoubted Right to the Promiſes, it 
muſt have the ſame Right to the Uſe and Appli- 
cation of them, for it's own greateſt Benefit, as 
it is rifing up in Life and Underſtanding, Every 
conſiderate partial Perſon will acknowledge, 
that this is a very great Privilege and 1 
in the Education of Children; and that, for th 
excellent Purpoſes,. a ſolemn Ordinance” is moſt 
properly applied to the Beginning of Life: And 
that it is a Wrong to our Children to debar them 
from it. Thus Children may be brought up in 
the Nurture and Admonition of the Lord; and,. 
as Parents are planted” upon the good Olive of 
God's Covenant, that Tree of Life; fo the ten- 
der Sprouts that grow out of their Bodies, may 
grow up with them in Chriſt Jeſus. And upon 
the Foot of the Intereſt of their Children in the 
Covenant of Divine Grace, declared in Baptiſm, 
Parents are incouraged to.pray for them in preat- 
er Aſſurance of Faith, and to plead thoſe eom- 
fortable Promiſes" of old made to the Seed of 
God's People: As, T tirmumciſe thy Heart, 
and the Heart of thy Seed. I will pour out my Spirit 
pon thy Sed, and my Bling e thin Offyring 
The Seed of the righttous is bleſſed.” They are thy 
Seed of” the Bleſſed of the Lord, and their Offspring 
nee menen 
The Ordinance alſo hath relation to the whole 
FamiLy, where it is adminiſtered; and all that 
belong to it are thereby reminded of the Divine 
Goodneſs, which was exhibited to each of them 
at their Entrance into Life. The Covenant of 
G Grace, 
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Grace, and their Intereſt in it, by a Solemnity, 
which hath a ſpecial Reſpect unto themſelves, is 
diſplayed before their Eyes ; and they behold the 
Glory of God ſhining upon the whole Houſe, to 

revive in their Breaſts a Senſe of redeeming Love, 
and of their Obligations. They are ſhewn, as in 
a clear Glaſs, that they are delivered from the 
Power of heatheniſh Darkneſs, and tranſlated in- 
to the Family of God; adopted, choſen, called, 
freely invited, aud made welcome to his glorious 
Kingdom, and to all the Honours, Bleſſings and 
Encouragements of it; being no more Strangers 
and Foreigners, but Fellow-Citizens with the 
Saints, and of the Houſhold of God. Moreover, 
the ſealing and confirming the Covenant to an 
Infant, uncapable of performing any previous 
Conditions, is a Demonſtration, that they are put 
into this happy State of Grace and Glory, by the 
pure Bounty and Free-Gift of God. And all this, 
as oft as the Ordinance is repeted in the Family, 
hath a manifeſt Tendency to awaken their At- 
tention, to increaſe their Gratitude and Love, 
and to excite them to walk worthy of their high 
Calling of God in Chriſt Jeſus. | 
Indeed, the InxanT itſelf is, at preſent, un- 
capable of reflecting upon theſe Things. But 
the nobleſt Materials, included in the Grace of 
God, then exhibited and aſſured to it, are 
22 and ready for Thought and Re- 
ection, as ſoon as ever the rational Faculties 
ate capable of being exerted; as above ob- 
ſerved. And if the Treaſures of the Goſpel 
are gradually opened, and preſented to View, 
as the Underſtanding inlarges, in a Family 
where the Knowledge and Spirit of the Tone 
e 
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of Jeſus prevails, the young Chriſtian will be 
continually improving in ſuch Principles, Tem- 
pers and Practice, as will render his Life ho- 
nourable and uſeful, happy and comfortable here 
in this World, and. will qualify him for the 
ny that ſhall hereafter be reveled in the 
aints. . 22 


THE END. 
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